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U.S., Royal Marines Storm [ragi-Bound Ship 


LD2612082190 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0755 GMT 26 Dec 9 


[By Tim Cobb, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


{Text} A Royal Marines boarding party armed with rifles 
and «'un grenades stormed an Iraqgi-bound vessel in the 
Gulf early today. 


The crack team from the warship HMS Brazen stepped 
from a Lynx helicoper on to the bridge of the vessel. 
which was thought to be carrying sugar to Iraq. 


The ship had an Iraq: flag and crew. 


4 Ministry of Defence spokesman said the operation was 
led by U.S. Marines, with backing from British and 
Australian naval parties. He said: “A party from the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines from HMS Brazen 
assisted in a U.S.-led interception operation off Masirah 
early this morning. No warning shots were fired and 
there were no injuries.” 


The vessel, the Ibn Khaldoon, was “secured” and was 
being escorted to a nearby anchorage. 


The spokesman praised the interception as an example 
of the “excellent allied co-operation in the Gulf” 


Italy's Cossiga Urges European Political Union 


102412122490 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
1LLGEMEINE in German 22 Dec 90 p 4 


[“Rt.” report: “In Berlin Cossiga Calls For Expanding 
the EC to a Political Union” ] 


[Text] Berlin, 21 December—lItaly’s President Cossiga 
sees the danger for Europe that the “wall of military 
confrontation, which has just been torn down,” will 
“develop into an indispensable but relentless ‘cordon 
sanitaire.” At an event, which concluded his visit to 
Berlin and was organized by the German Soviet Society 
for Foreign Policy in Bellevue Palace, Cossiga said that a 
Europe that is no longer divided “into two conflicting 
halves,” could then be torn apart again through the 
explosive power of social conflicts and national contra- 
dictions and aspirations. 


The Italian president drew attention to the develop- 
ments in the Soviet Union. He said the transition to a 
modern and market economy system there should have 
taken place step by step and in an orderly way, but, 
instead, it 1s getting caught in a terrifying manner in a 
centralist system, which is inefficient and thus even 
more incapable of renewing tiself. “Thus, one of those 
miseries of a Biblical dimension, which had already been 
forgotten in Europe. is casting its dark shadows ahead: it 
may drive millions of people to leave the areas in the east 
and to seek refuge in the west.” 


In view of these dangers, it must be “our first goal” to 
consolidate the EC. the only “common home™ which 
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exists On the continent at the moment. As the political. 
economic, and social community, which remains the 
most important one, the EC should develop beyond the 
current Stage of great vitality and dynamuc consolidation 
toward a form of the Political Union, with its own joint 
foreign policy and with a dimension of common securits 
Germany. which is now united and tree of any cond- 
tions imposed by the outside. can now work with its 
entire political responsibihiy and with the strength of its 
economic structure tor the establishment of a united 
Europe. 


The second element of fundamental importance for 
security and stability in Europe is the Atlantic Alliance 
The political changes in Central and Eastern Europe. the 
newly developed situation in the East-West relationship. 
in particular after the Paris Conference and the conclu- 
sion of the agreements on conventional forces in Europe. 
have changed the strategic-military frame of reference of 
the alliance. Different tasks as well as new functions, 
which should be of a political rather thar a military 
nature. have been indicated. But the Atlantic Alliance ts 
also facing new risks and new challenges, as the Gulf 
crisis shows 


A third big factor of rapprochement and cohesion in 
Europe is contained in the process of development and 
consolidation of the CSCE. In addition to the big. 
articulated, and consolidated core of the EC, a “linking 
fabric” between the countries of the continent is thus 
developing. which 1s also characterized by a dynamic 
impulse toward unity in variety. 


“We all feel to a certain extent that Europe has arrived at 
a crossroads,” the Italian state president said and added: 
“Either we are all able to move together carefully but 
with determination toward ever higher forms of institu- 
tional integration, or there 1s the danger of a relapse and 
disintegration.” The West Europeans are bearing the 
most responsibility in this respect. because they started 
on the path of understanding and unity before everybody 
else. They are the ones who have created a model of a 
multinational and supranational structure—which 1s cer- 
tainly still incomplete—to which the countries and peo- 
ples of the East are looking with great hope. 


De Michelis Reaffirms Line on Dialogue With Iraq 


P4I2112153690 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
20 Dec 90 p 7 


[Franco Papitto report on interview with Foreign Min- 
ister Gianni De Michelis granted jointly to LA REPUB- 
BLICA, THE INDEPENDENT and EL PAIS in Brussels 
on 19 December: “De Michelis Has Not Abandoned 
Dialogue’) 


[Excerpt] Brussels—[passage omitted] [LA REPUB- 
BLIC A] Minister. your stocktaking [of Italy's EEC pres- 
idency] omitted your meeting with Tariq ‘Aziz. 


[De Michelis}] You are quite wrong. This 1s what I told 
the Council following my conversation with American 








tv 


Secretary of State James Baker at NATO headquarters 
First, it ss importaat to show the public thal the mnterna- 
tional community ts prepared to engage in dialogue with 
Iraq: second, it is important that the dialogue represent 
no weakening of the international front and that 1 issue 
a clear and united message to make the Iraqis realize that 
they cannot exploit any presumed divisions on our part 
third, we must not proceed from the assumption that the 
direct contact with the United States 1s no longer a 
possibility. Therefore it is necessary to reaffirm the 
position that we adopted back at the beginning of 
December: Ours will be a parallel initiative coordimated 
with that of the Americans, we will see “Aziz on his way 
back from Washington. | also said. however, that if a 
becomes clear by the end of the » ear that direct Baghdad 
Washington talks are impracticuble. then before 15 Jan 
vary the EEC must make an mdependent effort of its 
own. This 1s what I told my colleagues. | believe that the 
whole of the Community's Council of Ministers agreed 
with this position. [passage omitted] 


EC To Complete ‘Super- Association’ Agreements 
1024132112790 Rome ANSA im Enelish 10223 GMT 
24 Dec W 


[Text] Brussels, 24 Dec (ANSA}—The European Com- 
munity expects to bring “super-association” agreements 
on stream with Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia by 
the beginning of 1992. said commussion sources here at 
the end of two days of negotiations at the level of senior 
officials 
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Representatives from the three countmes said super- 
association, or European accords, which will also involve 
politecal relations, should lead them to full membership 
of the EC on the medium term 


The community foreign ministers in a mecting held 
December 18 under the chair of Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Mochelrs of Italy, approved a directive for the opening 
of negotiations with the three nations 


Running parallel to these talks in Brussels Friday and 
Saturday was a meeting of energy experts from the group 
of twenty-four, the nations behind the share program set 
iM motion to finance the economic restructurization of 
the Eastern and central European countries 


CSFR To Open Talks 
10 24972131190 Prague CTA im Enelish 1813 GMI 


20 Dec YO 


[Text] Brussels Dec 20 (CTK correspondent}—A C7ech- 
osiovak delegation, led by Deputy Foreign Minister 
Zdenko Pirek, and the EC opened official talks here 
today on concluding an agreement on Czechoslovakia's 
association with the Et 


The association or Europcan agreement will provide tor 
intensification and institutionalization of a political dia- 
logue. In the economic sphere ut will lead to a gradual 
creation of free trade and free movement by peopic. of 
services and capital and will make ut possible to use 


economic, tinancial and technical assistance of the E¢ 
Cooperation will also develop im science and technology 
environmental protection, social sphere. culture, et 
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Waldheim on Refugees, Forder Protection, USSR 
40 2432091490 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
24-26 Dec Wp l 


[Thomas Chorherr report: “Waldheim: More Refugee 
Control: “Use of Army at Borders Is Correct" 


[Text] Vienna— Austria cannot accept further waves of 
refugees’ In an interview with DIE PRESSE. President 
Waldheim categorically supports the decision to imple- 
ment stricter control measures. The head of state 1s also 
fully mn favor of using the Austrian Army at the border in 
order to prevent the uncontrolled influx of refugees. “If 
this had been done carler, the chaos concerning the 
refugees would not have happened" the head of state 
says 


“The refugee problem in Europe can be solved only if 
one provides the people with incentives not to leave their 
country but to stay there and participate in building up 
the economy.” President Waldneim said in an interview 
with DIE PRESSE. Only through reconstruction in the 
country itself can the wave of emigrants be stemmed. 
According to the president, Austria cannot continue to 
accept masses of refugees without any restrictions. “East 
Europeans need visas everywhere’ 


In the interview with DIE PRESSE, Waldheim—ike 
Chancellor Vranitzky on the television “Press Hour” 
program yesterday—did not hide the fact that he 1s for a 
rather restrictive policy concerning the so-called eco- 
nomic refugees. It 1s correct and important for the 
Austrian Army to protect the border against illegal 
immigrants. However, one should have implemented 
this measure before, “then there would not be so many 
peop'e in our country who cannot be granted political 
asylum and who do not find any work.” 


It 1s, however, an undisputed fact for Kurt Waldheim 
that Austria has to remain an asylum country. This also 
corresponds to the fact that Austria has now shifted from 
its location on the fringes to the center of Europe. “We 
have an important task in the Danube area, Ausiria is 
now playing a new role.” This role in southeastern 
central Europe can be accepted only “in connection with 
roots in ‘he EC.” Furthermore, Waldheim sees many 
obstacles and various birth- pangs on the path to a 
monetary and political union of Europe. “Many years 
will have to pass until then, but the union will come’ 


For the future the president predicts that the importance 
of the United States will decline. Europe 1s becoming 
increasingly important, and, therefore, there must be a 
corresponding place in this new Europe for Austria, 
which 1s one of the economically most stable countries. 
The president is very worried about the process of 
disintegration in the Soviet Union. Foreign Minister 
Shevardnadze’s resignation is an indication of how 
serious the situation 1s, he said. 
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Foreign Trade Increase With Saudi Arabia Shown 


AU 2412092790 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
22.23 Dec W p 14 


[APA report: “Strong Increase im Exports to Saud: 
Arabia Despite Gulf Crisis] 


[Text] Vienna/Rivadh—Despite the Gulf crisis, Aus- 
tria’s foreign trade with Saud: Arabia has developed well 
this year. During the first nine months exports rose by 
32.1 percent to 1.52 bilhon schillings. Goods worth 
434.9 million schillines were imported, which corre- 
sponds to an increase by 33.9 percent. According to a 
report by Oskar Smrzka. Austrian trade delegate im 
Rivadh, the majority of domestic caports were road 
vehicles. But exports of machines. paper, cotton fabrics, 
lumber, and milk products also rose. In imports crude ol 
naturally occupied first rank. By September 183.254 
tonnes at a value of 306.5 millon schillings were 
imported 


Among the large-scale orders given to domestic compa- 
mies, 18 the expansion of a stec! mill by Voest-Alpine 
Industrial Installation Construction (1 billion schiliings) 
and the furnishing of the big mosque in al-Madina (190 
million schillings) by various Austrian companies 


100-Million-Schilling Loan to Zimbabwe Granted 


4102612092290 Vienna WIENER ZESTUNG 
in German 20 Dec 9) p 3 


[“hpn™ report: “Austria Supports Zimbabwe’ ] 


[Text] Austria has granted a loan of 100 millon schill- 
ings to the Government of Zimbabwe. This support is 
supposed to primarily serve the promotion of small- and 
medium-sized enterprises in the African country 


According to the Austrian Foreign Ministry. the Aus- 
trian Government has granted the developing African 
country of Zimbabwe a loan of 100 millon schallings 
within the framework of a goods relief program. The 
contract was signed in Harare on |4 December. 


“This is to reduce Zimbabwe's difficulties concerning 
payment,” stated Arno Riedel of the Austnan Foreign 
Ministry, who worked oui the conditions of the contract. 


Austria is implementing similar relict programs already 
for Uganda, Burundi, and Ghana: these rehef programs 
are considered as support for essential reforms 


“The loan is supposed to make 1 ¢sier for Zimbabwe to 
buy, above all, goods and services. and to help small- and 
medium-sized companies.” Arno Riedel explained 


Bernhard Chidzero, Zimbabwe's finance minister, pard 
tribute to this first goods relief program agreed on with 
Austria as “help at a critical moment,” Riedel sand 
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Belgium 


Cabinet Approves Army Restructuring Program 


LD2412182890 Brussels Domestic Service in French 
1°00 GMT 24 Dec 90 


[Excerpts] Our ministers have nad a very busy day today 

They hive had several meetings and a cabinet session in 
particular with a packed agenda. No less than 30 points 
have been discussed. The main course of this Christmas 
Eve menu is the program of restructuring the Army. This 
program bears the name of the chief of staff: the Charlier 


program 


Willy Van Der Voori 1s atscending mght now the news 
conference given by the prime minister. Willy' 


[Van Der Voort] Yes, Francors, this news conference 
ended a few minutes ago. You have just said it: the 
restructuring program submitted by the General Staff 
was accepted today at the cabinet meeting. which 1s the 
last session of the year. | remind you of the three most 
important points 


— Progressive reduction of the conscription period down 
to eight months as from the 1993 class 


—Repatriation of the troops currently stationed in Ger- 
many. Only 3,500 soldiers will be kept [there] in a few 
years 


—Finally, a reduction of staff and conscripts from 
82.700 to about 66,600. This could be reversed in case 
of a detervoration in the international situation. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Let us also point out the decision made by the govern- 
ment today which consists of the cancellation of the 
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debts of 10 Afmcan countries. These 10 countnes would 
have had to pay back a bit more than 2.5 billion francs 
[passage omitted] 


Netherlands 


Foreign Aid to Suriname Suspended Following ‘ oup 
102572170590 Paris AFP in English 1340 GMI 
Js De VU 


[Text] The Hague. Dec 25 (AFP)}—The Netherlands 
Tuesday suspended economic aid to Suriname to protest 
the military coup that toppled the elected government in 
the former Dutch colony. the foreign ministry said 


The Hague condemned Monday's “anti-democratic set- 
zure of power by the military in Suriname and deeply 
regrets that such a severe blow has been dealt to the 
consolidation of democracy ™ in that nation on the north- 
eastern trp of South America, a ministry spokesman said 


Suriname, which gained independence in 1975. remains 
heavily dependent on Dutch economic aid. The govern- 
ment here had allotted the equivalent of | hon 
dollars a year for Suriname. disbursing the | na 
case-by-case basis 


The Netherlands suspended aid to Suriname in 1982 
after 15 opposition leaders died while in custody under 
the military regime of Lieutenant Colonel Des: Bouterse. 
who had seized power mn 1980 


That regime surrendered power in 1988 to an clected 
government led by President Ramsewak Shankar, who 
was toppled in Tuesday's apparently bloodless putsch. 
but Lt. Col. Bouterse remained a powerful figure in his 
capacity as military chief 


Lt. Col. Bouterse, who resigned Sunday from his military 
post, had blasted Mr. Shankar for failing to stick up for 
him during run-ins he had with Dutch authorities during 
recent stopovers at Amsterdam airport 
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Tom King: Saddam Will Be “Severely Beaten’ 
LD2412150190 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1425 GMT 24 Dec 90 


[By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION political 
editor] 


[Text] Defence Secretary Tom King today warned 
Saddam Husayn he would be “very severely beaten” if 
the military option was used to resolve the Gulf crisis. 
Mr King said there would be a “very powerful 
onslaught” on the Iraqi forces occupying Kuwait. “There 
will be no question about the outcome.” he said 


Questioned on the BBC Radiw 4 The World at One 
programme about the countdown to the January 15 
deadline, Mr King said: “If he does not get out, the 
member states are then authorised to take the measures 
necessary to achieve the United Nations resolutions. The 
forces are now assembled. The military option 1s credi- 
bie.” 


He said that so long as Saddam realised he would be 
severely beaten, it was the best hope for a peaceful 
outcome. “I have never made out that Saddam Husayn 
was a madman. | think he 1s an extremely cunning and 
calculating individual and he will push ut as hard as he 
can. If the final crunch comes he knows he will be very 
severely beaten.” 


Mr King said sanctions had worked “to an extent”. But 
he continued: “When you are dealing with a dictator who 
iS prepared to starve the rest of his people if he can feed 
his army and whose whole position is bound up with 
maintaining whatever survival he can, he won't mind 
what suffering he inflicts on his people. That obviously 
makes it much harder for sanctions to work. But they 
have made a contribution.” 


He went on: “But if we are prepared to wait longer. who 
1S gOIng to be prepared to tell the people of Kuwait they 
are gorng to have to wait longer to be liberated” Eco- 
nomic sanctions on their own cannot solve the problem 
in the tome that 1s fair esther to the people of Kuwait or 
to the whole situation we face. We cannot keep troops 
endlessly in the Gulf or. if we did, that. 1 would be 
further confirmation for Saddam Husayn that actually in 
the end we were not really prepared to use the military 
option.” 


Questioned about Saddam's threat to attack Tel Avev if 
a conflict broke out, Mr King said: “We will get a 
number of threats of one sort of another 


Asked about reports of inadequate ammunition for a 
military operation, Mr King said: “We have made 
arrangements in certain areas to ensure that we have 
absolutely adequate ammunition to ensure that if there 1s 
a conflict that it will be a very powerful onslaught and 
that he will suffer and that there will be no question 
about the outcome.” 
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Officials Comment on IRA Christmas Ccase-Fire 
LD2412163490 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1604 GMT 24 Dec 9O 


[By Deric Henderson, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] The IRA’s Christmas ceasefire offered a glimmer 
of hope to the people of Ulster and did not appear to be 
a gimmick, Northern Ireland Secretary Peter Brooke said 
tonight. “If it should turn out to be a signal for some- 
thing in 1991, then I think it would be wrong to be 
dismissive of it at thes puncture.” he said 


The IRA has ordered its men to suspend all operations 
until midnight on Boxing Day [26 December] in its first 
declared ceasefire for 16 years. Unionists immediately 
denounced the move as a stunt. But nationalist politi- 
cians and church leaders on both sides of the border. 
including Irish Premier Charles Haughey welcomed the 
Statement while at the same time urging a permancni 
halt to the shooting and bombing 


Mr Brooke, who 1s spending Christmas in the province 
said he would have to wait and sce how the situation 
developed, but the brief ceasefire did not meet govern- 
ment conditions for an “imaginative” response. He said: 
“Obviously we are going into 1991 with decent scepti- 
cism. Nevertheless 1t could be the pornter to something 
happening. I do not think in these circumstances 
would be sensible to be wholly dismissive ~ 


Mr Brooke said the IRA announcement did not neces- 
sarily strike him as a gimmick and added: “At a time like 
this, particularly when confronted with something which 
has come out of the bluc, there 1s always a hazard that 
you will misread it. For myself, and given the reyorcing 
there would be if there was a cessation of violence, | 
think it 1s better to be gencrous in these circumstances 
rather than to be hostile.” 


The Church of Ireland archbishop of Armagh, Dr Robin 
Eames, said so-called “doves” within the IRA have the 
power to extend the ceasefire beyond Boxing Day. 
“There are those who are undoubtedly pathological 
killers not interested in listening to my words—no* 
interested in listening to the words of anyone. Bul we 
also believe that there are within the IRA those who are 
conscious of what is said and the reaction of ordinary 
people,” he said. “1 would simply have to hope and pray 
that in the long term the words of those who | think know 
something of what the suffering has been will be listened 
to.” 


But East Belfast MP Peter Robinson, deputy leader of 
the Democratic Unionist Party, sand: “The IRA calling 
ceasefires has nothing whatsoever to do with the com- 
munity interest, but 1s to give themselves the opportu- 
nity to reorganize and re-stock.” 


Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams has called on police 
and troops to respond accordingly to the IRA’s suspen- 
sion of shootings and bombings 








‘wo hours before the ceasefire started at midnight. a 
burst of gunfire was aimed at a police station in West 
eitast, but the RUC [Royal Ulster Constabulary] said 
there had been no incident of terrorism since then. A 
semor official said: “There hacn't been a squeak 


Althc ugh some previous Christmases have been free of 
trouble, this 1s the first publicly declared ceasefire by the 
IXA since December 1974 


Rushdie Makes Concessions to Islamic Figures 


112412154490 London PRESS ASSOCTATION 
n Enelish 1534 GMT 24 Dec W 


[By John von Radowitz, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Excerpts] Author-in-hiding Salman Rushdie agreed 


today not to publish a paperback version of his contro 
versial book The Satanic Verses. He also promised not to 
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allow turther transiations of the book into other lan- 
guages “while any msk of further offence exrsts™. Mr 
Rushdic, who has been under police guard since the 
Ayatollah Khomeini sentenced him to death for bias- 
phemy over the book 22 months ago, made the conces- 
sions after a mecting with Islamic leaders al a secret 
location today 


Tonight, he rssued a statement in which he distanced 
himself from words uttered by characters in the book 
said by Mosiems to be blasphemous. [passage omitted] 


The statement signed by Mr Rushdie. was issued 
through the Islamic Socicty for the Promotion of Rel)- 
gious Tolerence. It was confirmed as authentic by the 
authors spokeswoman Frances D'Souza. [passage 
omitted] 
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* Quebec Citizens Most Pessimistic on Future 


GIENOIS2R Quebec LE SOLEIL in French 
15 Nov 90 p A-IS 


{Artie by Machel Vastel: “The People of Quebec Are 
the Most Pessimistic About Their Future”—first para- 
graph rs LE SOLEIL introduction] 


[Text] It ss not surprising that only !7 percent of the 
people of Canada are satisfied with the Mulroncy gov- 
ernment. An equally feeble percentage—16.6 percent— 
belheve that their economic situation will improve within 
the next six months. Aad of all of the people in Canada. 
it 18 those in Quebec who are most pessimistic about 
their future. 


The Conference Board and the Chamber of Commerce 
of Canada published polls yesterday confismung that the 
recession has made a profound impression on the minds 


of the people. 


In the course of the last six months, pessimism in the 
businesses and among the consumers in Canada has 
dropped to a level which had not been seen for 30 years 
According to the Chamber of Commerce of Canada. for 
example, only 2! percent of the Canadian directors think 
that the current economec situation augurs well for the 
financial condition of therr businesses. And most impor- 
tantly, only 11 percent believe that the current policies of 
ihe goverament will have a positive effect on their 
commercial activities 


CANADA 7 


EF aterprises 

In the forefront of whe concerns of the enterprises 1s 
control of the deficit (41 more than $30 billion), improve- 
ments in the fiscal polrcy (following the direct tax reform 
and the introduction of a tax on consumption), the battle 
against inflaton. the monctary policy (accompanied by 
abnormally high real unterest rates), and environmental 
Issucs 


The poll demps cold water on the current statements 
made by Michac! Wilson. who after refusing for three 
months to adm that the country was entering into a 
penod of recesswon, now says that will not last very 
long 


“In the therd quarter.” the Conference Board has ind- 
cated, on the strength of a poll taken mm September. 
“confidence mm the cconomy within businesses and on 
the part of consumers dropped to the lowest level ever.” 


According to this poll, 79 percent of the business man 
agers believe that the economic situation will deteriorate 
in the course of the next sex months 


As to the consumers’ level of confidence. 1 has seen the 
sharpest decline in the 30 years the Conference Board 
has taken these polls. Only 16.6 percent of Canadian 
families descrybe their financial situation as “positive ~ 


The fear of enemployment haunts all Canadians, the 
ciuzens of Quebec im particular. “The responses in 
Quebec are the most pessimistic,” the Conference Board 
emphasized, “with only 1.8 percent of the people indi- 
cating a belief that the situation will emprove.” 


4s was the case in 1980 and 1981, however, when the 
liberal government of that cra allowed the recess:on to 
worsen under the impact of interest rates mm excess of 20) 
percent, the conservative government continucs to pre- 
tend that this harsh remedy os the only one which can 
cure the country 
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Firm Suspected as Cover for Iraqi Secret Service 


402412215190 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
4 Dev Ww p $3 


[Teat] If Arab businessmen make a successful deal, thes 
confirm ut by using the word “Albarakah.” lt means th-* 
“everything 1s all mght.~ 


Thes does not seem to be truce for the “Albarakad 
Schlachtbetneb™ [slaughterhous } in Schrobenhausen in 
Upper Bavaria. The meat factory, which belongs to the 
Irag: company Stalco Industncanlagen GmbH based in 
Harnburg. has not yet cornapicted a single busine=; trans- 
action and it has only carned out test slaughters once 


The enterprise at the outskirts of the town where aspar- 
agus 1s grown, was bought by the Iraqi for 3 millon 
(rerman marks and has not been im operation for five 
years. There ss only a caretaker, Egyptian Salah Hassanin 
[name as published], who says that he has “nothing at 
all” to do, but assures that Albarakah will soon be 
urgently needed 


The tmhabitants of Schrobenhausen, who sometimes 
notice Arabs in big Mercedes limousines, are speculating 
on its purpose. The Social Democratic Party of Germany 
m the Bavanan Land Diet, which asked a relevant 
parhamentary question at the end of November. now 
also wants to know. “What 1s gomng on behind the walls 
of the slaughtcrhouse in Schrobenhausen”” 


The former large slaughterhouse for pigs has come under 
suspicion of bemeg an Iraqi cover firm. posuibly an object 
m the actwork of “illegal residencies” that the Iraqi 
secret service 1s establishing in “the whole of Europe.” 
according to findings by Hans Josef Horchem, former 
president of the Hamburg Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution 


Horchem, who 1 now the head of an “Instituic for 
Terrorism Research” in Bonn, believes that Iraq wants to 
use such “logistics bases” for espionage purposes, bul 
possibly also for terrorist operations in the case of a Gulf 
war 


Volker Haag. vice president of the Bavanan Land Office 
for the Protection of the Constitution, does not want to 
vorce such far-reaching speculations on the Schroben- 
hausen slaughtcrhouse. But the proceedings are “taken” 
absolutcly “seriously,” Haag said: “We think that this 
has to be cleared up.” 


A murder that was committed in the Vienna Hilton Hotel 
in July provided grounds for suspicion: Iraq Dhia Aziz 
Ghanni [name as published]. $9. was stabbed in the hall of 
ihe high class hotel by hrs compatriot and former business 
partner, Hammed Abdul Hassan [name as published] 


According to investigating authorities, the perpetrator 
was a member of the Iraq: intelligence service, “Direc- 
torate of Central Intelligence”. the victim was the man- 
ager of the Stalco Company, which has a subsidiary in 
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Vienna and which, according to Austrian police findings. 
~toe employs secret service men 


murdered Ghanm, who was probably al an agent 
and had become unreliable as such, had also presenicd 
himself as a representative of the Albarakah Meat Indus- 
tines GmbH in Bavana. For example, he presented himself 
a8 a negotiating partner to the government of Upper 
tac ara, until there was “silence” (according to a govern- 
Puen) <ysokesman) because Albarakah in Schrobenhausen 
:2¢ apparently no longer interested in slaughtering 


According to Karl Josef Rauchailes, senor official 
responsibic for slaugh:crhouse concessions. “ there are po 
longer any files on Schrobenhausen™ im the Bavarian 
Agnculture Ministry 


Although Ghanni's Hamburg enterprise. Stalco Indus- 
tr-caniagen, has 1s scat in the upper class district of 
Poeseidorf, this 1s apparently only the address of 2 
madbox firm and ut has been impossible for weeks to 
reach it under the officially regssicred telephone number 
According to imvestigations by the ZDF magazine 
“Studio 1.” the dubrous company dealt with economic 
espionage and procured weapons for frag 


Stalco lawyer Paul Siepmann rejects such accusations as 
“complete nonsense” or “pur hystena.” The enterprese 
with the clegant address has always “ony” transacted 
“honest deals.” The murder in Vienna was a “lunatic’s 
act of revenge” Nevertheless, it 1s apparently intended 
10 shove the company “into the gray arca of the secret 
services.” Seepmann said 


The lawyer also has a simple explanation for the strange 
emptiness in the Upper Bavarian Stalco slaughterhouse 
There “was a shortage of qualified personnel” for the 
slaughtering that was planned according to Islamic rites 
Now the enterprise. which has just been freshly rough- 
casi, will “probably be sold.” 


According to lawyer Siepmann, 1 1s equally likely that the 
nephew and heir of the exceedingly mch murdered man. 
Ghanni, will take over the business transactions of the 
Hamburg Stalco Company. The man, however, is still 
stranded in London: He has no entry permit for the FRG 


Breaking of Iraq Embargo by Companies Reported 
402432134190 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
M Dec 90 p 1? 


[Text] Approximately 50 German companies are sus- 
pected of breaking the embargo against Irag. The US 
Embassy in Bonn presented ‘sts with company names to 
the " sderal Government in the past few weeks. The freight 
is said to be transported via Iran, Turkey, and Jordan. The 
Mashieny and Majali Trading Company (MMT) in 
Amman 1s regarded as the control center. According to the 
Amenians, Iraqi armament corporations, such as Huticen 
State Enterprise or Nassr State Enterprise, called on their 
German partners to take a roundabout way via MTT for 
their supplies after the embargo had been imposed 
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Reportedly. a north German laboratory enterprise planned 
to ship equipment to Baghdad at the end of November 
Shortly after the embargo had been imposed, the com- 
pany'’s supphes to Iraq were stopped in Ausina and 


Turkey. Among the two suspected companies there are 
also two south German enterprises thal are said to have 
helped Iraq to develop nerve agents. The U.S. authorities 
are briefed on Iraq's ©" »ply plans since American monitors 
are listening im on iis entire telephone waffic and are 


mtercepting telefax messages to foreign countries 


Waigel on New Budget, Possible Posts 
402512173090 Hambure WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 23 Dec 90 pp 23-24 


[Interview with Finance Minister Theo Waige!l by Peter 
Gilles in Berlin: date not given: “Betrer To Pay DM100 
Than To Be in a Traffic Jam Permanently”! 


[Excerpts] [Galles] The public has seen a touch of chaos 
and confusion in your coalition negotiations. Mr. Min- 
ister, when will you put the troubled financial areas on 
their feet again” 


[Waigel] The coalition negotiations started well. At first, 
we discussed the financing of all talks in this legislative 
period. In this connection | made it clear—and the coali- 
tion accepted this: Everything that we decide now 1s done 
so with the caveat of financing. The first priority 1s given to 
all tasks that are connected with German unity, as well as 
the stability of the German mark [DM] and of the level of 
interest rates. We agreed that the decisions on the basic 
values that we made before the elections must be adhered 
to and that the net borrowing of the Federal Government 
must be limited to DM70 billion. Of course, this includes 
saving and redistribution. If new issues and new demands 
emerge during the talks, thn has nothing to do with chaos 
nor with any demon. (passage omitted] 


[Gilles] What “peace dividend” may we cxapect” 


[Waigel] The agreed reduction of our Army to 370,000 
men will have financial consequences already in ncat 
year’s budget. On the other hand, it would be an iluswn 
to beleve that gigantic savings are possible overnight 
This 1s a long-term process. 


[Gilhes] Where do you want to save. in addition to that” 


[Waigel] The reduction of subsidics—in East and in 
West—is very important. In the five new lacnder alone 
subsidies run up to more than DM 37 billion. Of course. the 
reduction must be implemented in a socially compatib¢ 
and gradual way, that is, in relation to mcreases in income 
It starts with energy prices, transportation fees, and 
housing costs. This is not possible all at onc: but only 
within a program that runs for several years. [passage 
omitted] 


{Githes} In 1991 you want to save about DM 35 bilhon in 
order to keep debts relatively in check. Can you give us 
any details’ 
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[Wargel] | ask for understanding. At the beginning of thrs 
interview you spoke of “chaos and confusion.” It 1s 
useless to announce new fragments of information every 
day. Every minister and the persons invoived stress that 
basically saving 1s to be welcomed bul not im hrs arca 


[passage omitted] 


[Gilles] Which part of the DM35 billion will be gained 
not through saving but through new fees? 


[Wangel] A potential road fee would not be included, but 
would consiitute an addit-onal investment for road con- 
struction. The DMS betuon provided by Telekom [Tele- 
communications Depariment of the Bundespost] arc. 
however, included im the 35 billion. [passage omitted] 


[Giles] Do you have a fixed claim in the office of 
finance muinister--which is certainly not particularly 
pleasant at the moment” 


[Waugel] | do not have a fixed claim on this. I have never 
pushed myself into offices, but neither have | closes 
myself to the will of my friends and that of the chan- 
cellor. After every election every politician has to define 
anew which tasks he now dares to tackle. 


[Gilhes] Does your definition also include the economics 
minister” 


[Waigel] What | will do in the future | will first discuss 
with myself and then with my frends and with the 
chancetlor. [passage omitted) 


USSR Seeks New Loan Worth Billiors of Marks 


402412223590 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 24 Dec 9 pl 


[“sm™ report: “Moscow Is Trying To Get New Loan 
Worth Bilhons of Marks”) 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 22-23 December 1990—Moscow 1s 
trying to get a two-billion mark loan from Germany to 
cover overdue debts to German enterprises. This infor- 
mation was received by HANDELSBLATT from the 
German Economy's East Committee last weekend. 


As cariy as last summer, German banks granted the USSR 
an un armarked joan to the tune of 5 billion German 
marks Mj, for which the FRG Government provided a 
guarantee. The USSR used this money to make overduc 
payments. Apart irom this, more debts worth DM1.5 
billhon have been incurred with German enterprises. 


The enterprises and banks that are affected by these aid 
not take out any credit insurances (Hermes), because 
when these deals were concluded in the past. the USSR 
was regarded as a good creditor. The East ( ommitice 
now expects that the FRG Government will provide new 
guarantees for loans in order to pay back supplier credits 
that have no guarantees, practically, this 1s regarded as a 
rescheduling of debts, with the Federal Government 
assuming the credit risk instead of the individual enter- 
prise 
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The East Committee believes that in the fourth quarter 
of 1990 and thereafter. only minor payments without 
Hermes guarantees will become duc, so that a credit 
framework of DM2 billion will be enough to cover all old 
claims by West German enterprises against the USSR. 
since, as a result of the deterioration of the Soviet credit 
Standings, no new transactions were concluded without 
Hermes guarantees. [passage omitted] 


Antonov-124 Airlifts UK Supplies to Gulf 


LD2112175590 Hambure DPA in German 1614 GMT 
21 Dec YO 


[Text] Guetersloh (DPA}—The Gulf conflict is obvi- 
ously overtaxing the British Rhine Army's transport 
units. A chartered Antonov-!24 large transport plane 
today took “strategic goods” from the RAF Guetersloh 
NATO airbase to the Arabian desert. According to a 
Rhine Army spokesman the cargo consisted of hydraulic 
equipment weighing around 32 tonnes. He said that 
there was no other aircraft available to fly the military 
equipment to the Persian Gulf. so the British availed 
themselves of the Soviet assistance. 


Weinhardt Urges Soviet Republic of Volga Germans 
LD2112143590 Berlin ADN in German 1251 GMT 
21 Dec 90 


[Excerpt] Berlin (ADN)}—!n Berlin on Friday the deputy 
chairman of the All-Union Society “Rebirth”, Valeriy 
Weinhardt, called for the reestablishment of a Soviet 
republic of Volga Germans. Speaking to reporters, he 
described the situation of the German population, 
deported in huge numbers to Siberia and Kazakhstan by 
Stalin, and said that the line in front of the German 
Embassy in Moscow was growing longer and longer. 
Whereas more than 100,000 Germans left the country in 
1989, that number rose this year. He estimated the 
number of those wanting to emigrate at 600,000; thus, 
the German minority in the USSR was “on the brink of 

‘ethnic catastrophe.” A total of 2 million people were 
1 Sing their identity as a nation with their own language 
und culture. The blame for it lay with the totalitarian 
system; hence, Weinhardt sees a “last chance” for the 
German minority in the restoration of their nationhood. 
In March, there will be a congress of “Rebirth” to 
articulate the demands of those Germans who did not 
want to remain eternally in their places of exile. He was 
convinced that they could continue to live peacefully 
with the other peoples. as had been the case. [passage 
omitted] 


Problems Scrapping NVA SS-23 Missiles Noted 


AU2412133190 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in Germa: 22-23 Dec 90 p 6 


[“ub”™ report: “Bundeswehr Has Soviet Missiles] 


{Text}! Bonn—The Bundeswehr not only has modern 
MiG-29 combat planes from Soviet production but also 
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has 24 SS-23 intermediate-range missiles, which should 
have been scrapped long ago, according to the INF treaty 
between Washington and Moscow. At the beginning of 
next year, negotiations between Bonn and Moscow about 
“disposal” will start. 


The modern SS-23 missiles. which have a range of more 
than 500 km, were given to the then GDR National 
People’s Army [NVA] at the beginning of the 1980's. The 
West learned about this only when the Modrow Govern- 
ment reported the availability of the missiles to Bonn at 
the beginning of March 1990. These so-called SRINF 
missiles (Strictly speaking. they are short-range missiles, 
which, however, have an intermediate range between 
500 and 5,500 km) were not included in the U.S.-Soviet 
agreement on land-based intermediate-range missiles. 
The 24 missiles with four launch systems were equipped 
with conventional warheads. 


Last summer the GDR Government asked Moscow to 
destroy the missiles in Soviet facilities. Moscow refused 
with regret because the facilities for the destruction of 
Soviet intermediate-range missiles are already out of 
operation and have been removed. The Soviets sug- 
gested thai the GDR should ask the United States. It 
would do no harm if the United States convinced itself of 
the high technical level at which Soviet missiles are 
produced. But the United States, too, has already 
scrapped its intermediate-range missiles that are covered 
by the treaty. The deadline expired in November. 


Now new negotiations have to be held with the Soviet 
Union, because in Moscow—obviously within the mili- 
tary—there are reservations about whether it 1s advis- 
able to leave modern missiles to the Americans. It 1s 
certain that the scrapping, which is not possible in the 
FRG “for reasons of environmental protection,” as it 1s 
said, will be expensive, because the Soviets have to build 
new facilities for this purpose. German inspectors will 
have to be present at the “disposal.” Otherwise—it 1s 
thought—there might arise the suspicion that the Soviet 
Union has again acquired SS-23 missiles, which would 
suggest the violation of the INF Treaty with the United 
States. 


* Relations of New East, West Neighbors Strained 
9YIGEO084A Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 13 Nov 90 p 3 


[Article by Klaus Brill: “The New Neighbors From the 
Foreign World: At the Former Border Between the 
Federal Republic and the GDR in the Harz [Mountains]. 
It Is Clear What a Hard Time People Are Having with 
Unity™] 


[Text] Bad Harzburg, 12 November—Sometime in the 
course of the conversation, almost all of them get around 
to talking about the cars and about Aldi. Most recently, 
on this one point everyone is agreed, that the “Wessis” 
[West Germans] had no inkling of how the whole situa- 
tion would turn out back then, just a year ago. The 
introspection is gone, so 1s the euphoria, and someone 
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from Bad Harzburg. full of mistrust, recently asked of 
the town fathers at Ilsenburg what had become of the 
four swans the Harzburgers had given to the Iisenburgers 
at the big partnership festival. 


Ah, unity. Frau Luetige, from Ilsenburg was really sur- 
prised when, on the evening of 3 October four acquain- 
tances from the other side, whom she had met back then 
a year ago. and had, in the meantime, nearly forgotten 
appeared at her door with a bottle of sparkling wince. 
Saying they wanted to greet the new citizens of the 
Federal Republic. “Thank God.” said Frau Luetige. 
“there are still a few people who are happy about i.” 


On the other hand, there are the marksmen. “It's not just 
living side by side.” says the head of the Harzburg 
association of marksmen, Eberhard Hammes, “1 has 
turned into living together, even if it does have its ups 
and downs. There are bound to be a few tussles.” Or, as 
the mayor of Harzburg. Klaus Homann. of the SPD 
[Social Democratic Party of Germany] put it: “It will 
never again be the way it was, at least, | hope not 
because that was bad enough, those 40 years, but we just 
never noticed it.” What it means to someone from 
Harzburg that he can now return to what was once more 
or less the land of Tibet, to the Brocken. That 1s 
something that no one can explain to an outsider 


At the Line of Demarcation 


Like Iisenburg, Bad Harzburg lies at the foot of the 
Brocken. Bad Harzburg has circa 24,000 inhabitants. 
lisenburg approximately 7,500. Bad Harzburg is 15 
kilometers away from [lsenburg. Bad Harzburg 1s in the 
West, lisenburg 1s in the East. The border between the 
FRG and the GDR, as long as it existed, ran between the 
Eckertal section of Harzburg and the village of Stapel- 
burg near Ilsenburg: it also partitioned the Harz Moun- 
tains. Since || November 1989, at 1525, this border has 
been open, and from that, everything else followed 


More intensely than anywhere else in Germany. the 
people along this former line of demarcation have expe- 
rienced those processes that have made this single year a 
year of German unity—<he tumult, the thirst for know!l- 
edge. the sober realization, the arrangement in a new 
kind of separate existence. Here it 1s possible to see more 
clearly than in Rosenheim or Greifswald, how the Ger- 
mans—East and West—are living with one another— 
one year after the day that changed their little world 


They are living under stress. Highway B-6 from Bad 
Harzburg in the direction of Ilsenburg used to be a quict 
little road. Now, on an average day, there are 625 cars 
per hour: they come from places as diverse as Halle and 
Holland. “Just look,” says Norbert Pallasch, Director of 
the Bad Harzburg police district, as he goes to the wall, 
where a map is hanging. It used to be that there was 
hardly ever a collision along the stretch of road leading to 
the border. now that area is full of colored pushpins. each 
one indicating a collision. 
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Police statistics: from January to September, | 989, there 
were 460 traffic accidents in Bad Harzburg: in the same 
period of this year, the figure was 610. The number of 
reported crimes has nearly doubled. Shop-lifting 1s fre- 
quently among them, usually perpetrated by East Ger- 
mans who exhibit no signs of wrongdoing when they are 
caught. “Over there, a mentality has spread in the last 40 
\ears that 1s completely foreign to us.” says Harzburg’s 
Chict of Police. “Something has broken loose over there, 
the people have disregarded everything.” 


Experiences of those first days have made their mark. 
The store resignation with which citizens of the GDR, 
even the children, stood in the endless lines in front of 
the town hall for their welcoming moncy led Norbert 
Pallasch, even then. to think: “These are almost people 
from a different world.” And how subserviently they 
asked the police for information. But all that has 
changed. “Today some of them already have a great deal 
of self-confidence.” said the Chief of Police. “They are 
becoming accustomed to our way of life relatively 
quickly.” 


For the policemen in the East. of whom Pallasch says, 
that by Western standards they should not even be 
regarded as police officers, this task 1s nol an easy one. 
To be sure, they often come to Bad Harzburg, “ask a few 
sly questions.” take printed forms back with them. 
Pallasch thinks they still lack basic knowledge. A short 
lume ago. when a drunken West German drove into a 
tree in the little town of Osterwieck (East) and refused to 
allow a blood sample to be taken, the police who were 
handling the case were so baffled that they drove west- 
ward, and asked their colleagues in Bad Harzburg for 
help at an emergency call box. And then they were quite 
astonished that a simple policeman from Bad Harzburg 
could order the blood test on his own authority. 


Only a few things have remained the way they were in 
Osterwieck and Iisenburg. “When was it that a traffic 
accident took place here in the old days?” asked Uwe 
Grosshennig. precinct captain in Isenburg. “When was 
anyone ever locked up in connection with a break-in?” 
And now: There ts an enormous increase in traffic and 
accidents, burglaries, damage to property. Already. in 
the nearby kreis town, Wernigerode, there are the initial 
signs of drug trafficking. and one woman, who was 
harassed by a questionable marriage brokerage institute 
from the West after answering an advertisement, has 
asked the police chief for advice. (No mixed marriages 
between Harzburg and Ilsenburg have yet occurred). 


Oh. the “Wessis.” Before the days of the currency, some 
came to Ilsenburg, bought food and textiles quite 
cheaply, and threw big parties in restaurants. Someone 
in a bar approached the Protestant pastor, Frank Tiede- 
mann. He told him he should come over, operate a crane 
for him, make some moncy, have a good time. And 
Tiedemann really took aim at him. On the other hand, he 
thought it was wonderful how West German church 
members dealt with him, tenderly, and always careful to 
give no offense. “! kind of got the idea that we were 
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raining a bit on the parade of the really involved Western 
Christians,” says Tiedemann, im that they are living with 
such awareness of the environment, “while we are so 
consumption-oriented.~ 


Quite a few dichotomies are coming to the fore. Of 
course, Tiedemann knows that the crass differences in 
income are keeping old GDR _ sensibilities aroused: 
We're getting the short end of the stick. To be sure, that 
lack was a breeding ground for a certain type of modesty 
that is falling by the wayside. Frank Tiedemann once 
met some Netherlanders in Ilsenburg who said they 
prefer the GDR Germans to the FRG Germans, because 
the latter acted “like kings” wherever they went. And 
Tiedemann now harbors the fear “that we could become 
that way, too.” As he says so. he 1s not necessarily 
thinking of that woman from Bad Harzburg who told 
him: “Preach a sermon to your people telling them to 
behave themselves.” 


This refers to Aldi. The branch store in Bad Harzburg. 
and other cut-rate supermarkets, were taken so by storm 
by the East Germans that Harzburgers hardly ever go 
there to shop any more, at least not al certain times 
There was pushing and shoving, jostling involving shop- 
ping carts in the checkout lines; there were even angry 
words to the effect: “We have had to wait 40 years for 
this, so now it’s your turn to wait.” These incidents can 
be called to mind by all Harzburgers, even though the 
Situation has calmed down somewhat in the meantime 
Not all Harzburgers are aware of the fact that even now 
some goods have become more expensive in the East and 
that there are people over there who feel “put upon to 
some extent” because their hourly wage 1s no more than 
2.49 German marks [DM], as a woman from Ilsenburg 
Says. 


There have been people in Bad Harzburg who have 
reacted quite badly to the assault from the East. “Get 
lost,” they wrote on Trabbis. There were also those who 
thought it would have been better if the border had 
remained closed, and no one knows how many such 
slogans were meant in jest, or how many were meant in 
earnest. “If anyone had bothered to ask the opinion of 
the population of Harzburg. there never would have 
been any reunification.” says a Harzburg officiai. (But 
there are other Harzburgers who contradict him.) 


Oh, the “Ossis” [East Germans]. They simply throw 
their litter everywhere, take time off from work to go 
shopping, and when a few people from the city admin- 
istration of Bad Harzburg were visiting the city admin- 
istrators in Iisenburg. they closed at 1500. At first they 
were fervent and aggressive. Well, now they are no longer 
fervent. And they suffer from a nearly total lack of 
self-reliance, and everything takes so long over there. All 
they need to do 1s follow our example. And the way they 
work.. 


A contradiction: Rudolf Bothe, the fire chief of Bad 
Harzburg. a carpenter by trade, now has two colleagues 
from over there at his firm. They are willing workers. 
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There are no problems with them. And the partnership 
with the fire department ts functioning smoothly as well. 
“Personal things are a big deal. Wherever you show your 
face. you are invited and you have got to go to dinner 
right away.” In addition, the firm, Helphos, has had 
some very good experiences with commuters from over 
there, but they've also had some bad experiences with 
others. “You cannot make them any worse: all you need 
iS patience.” says Wolfgang Hage of the employment 
office. 


“My heart does not move at the pace of a coach, but at 
the pace of a pedestrian.” says Klaus Pieper, quoting 
Goethe, “and all this happened at the speed of sound.” 
The Protestant pastor of the Bettingerode section of 
Harzburg. in his own words, hardly encounters any 
people in the circles in which he moves “who basically 
have anything good to say concerning their fellow citi- 
zens from East Germany.” And it really hurts him to 
discover that he has noticed this tendency in himself, as 
well. His discouragement with his counterpart from 
Stapelburg. Pastor Goerke. with whom he established 
contact two years ago, can be noticed. Goerke became 
active in the cause of the CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union] over there: then there were differences of opinion 
concerning the financing of church renovation, and now 
there 1s this foreignness, an East-West foreignness. as 
Piper says, which must be accepted as the current state of 
affairs before anyone can learn to deal with his counter- 
part on a basis that reflects their partnership. For him. 
that means no scrimping. broadening one’s horizons, 
seeking commonly-shared perspectives. In a word, that 
means: Disillusionment 


Disillusionment: “The more you look behind ihe scenes. 
the more you realize they put their trousers on one leg at 
a time as well.” Rita Luettge, employee at the registry 
office in Ilsenburg. once knew someone from over there. 
from the West. a truck driver, who lorded it over 
everyone in the GDR. someone who was really snooty, as 
if everything here were back in the Stone Age, but once 
you got over there you saw that he was nothing but a 
simple worker. The contact was broken off. “And then 
there's the saying: You've got to learn what work 1s; I've 
had that one up to here.” says Rita Luettge, and she 
holds her hand as high as the part in her hair. She ts 
married, has two children, and she has her job: “I won't 
let anyone denigrate that.” But her colleagues from the 
registry office in Bad Harzburg are wonderful. “You feel 
as if you are being taken seriously.” 


The Third Phase 


Are they snooty, the “Wessis”? “Well, maybe they don't 
all act like colonial officers, but there is a certain amount 
of self-satisfaction.” says the Social Democrat Wilfried 
Obermueller, first deputy mayor of the town of Ilsen- 
burg. “You simply can’t let the:n get your goat.” And the 
city administration in Harzburg really is willing to help. 
They gave the citizens of Isenburg a Unimog [truck] and 
some other things as well. And the four swans from 
Harzburg did disappear from the trout pond, but only 
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because some other swans drove them off in a territorial! 
dispute. Now they are swimming in an adjacent body of 
water, just so that no one in Bad Harzburg would think.. 


As for unity. “We are entering the third phase.” says 
Klaus Homann. First euphoria and emotions, then 
cooling off and sobering up, now the hum-drum of every 
day. Homann, mayor of Bad Harzburg and district 
administrator for the Kreis of Goslar. thinks a bit of 
“heartfelt sobriety” 1s in order, as well as tolerance and 
willingness to sacrifice on the part of the West Germans. 
and patience on the part of the East Germans. And the 
complaints about problems with traffic and problems in 
the stores, “will take care of themselves in good time.” 


“We have simply found a new dimension of living here.” 
says Eberhard Hammes, the chairman of the Bad 
Harzburg Marksmen’s Society of 1662. “Its a new 
world.” The rule of the day should be let's not be picky 
What would have become of the Harzburgers if the 
border had been drawn further to the West back then 
say, at Goslar. “Then I would have joined the FDJ [Free 
German Youth] at the age of nine: | would have had to 
have played along with the Party. otherwise | would not 
have gotten a job; and by now I would probably be some 
kind of director of sales for some LPG [agricultural 
producer cooperative]. says Harmmmes. an independent 
sales representative by trade 


In any case, the Harzburg marksmen established contact 
barely a year ago: they helped in the re-establishment of 
the Ilsenburg Marksmen’s Society of 1445, invited thei 
counterparts to a marksmen’s festival, and made their 
range available for practice. And now. says Hammes. 
true friendships have developed. That aspect exists as 
well, possibly because there are people among the 
Harzburg marksmen who, like Eberhard Hammes, are 
aware of how differently East and West Germans expe- 
rience what developed out the opening of the borders 
back then, one year ago: “Our world has been pre 
served—their world ts finished.” 


* PDS Campaign Tactics, Aims Examined 


YIGEOOSSA Hambure DIE ZEIT in German 
16 Nov Wp4 


[Article by Carl-Christian Kaiser: “Loud Rock and Fresh 
Slogans ”’] 


[Text] Ear-splitting rock accompanies Gregor Cysi when 
he appears as a candidate: protest minstrels intone the 
basic melody. The older comrades, if they still accept this 
title, which has been so discredited in the West by the 
SED [Socialist Unity Party of Germany] and which 
almost has become an insult, retain stern faces. But the 
young people. nine out of ten of those assembled, like 
those always full halls. Many of them are «; deeply 
affected by the jarring rhythms that they convert the 
motto into nwovement with shaking and clapping: “Urge 
To Go left.” As if it wanted to outdo all other parties 
with being modern, the PDS [Party of Democrat 
Socialism] 1s using the most current musical means. It 1s 
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no different with their posters on advertizing pillars. 
There, a sassy blond sticks out her tongue at passersby 
with the slogan: “The left is alive.” The campaigning by 
the Party of Democratic Socialism is the most aggressive 


Gregor Gysi also 1s not lacking challenging slogans. Not 
only a self-confident representation of the former GDR 
Germans should enter the “dusty” Bundestag. but an 
actually decisive opposition which would spur on the 
other parties. Jutta Braband of the United Left in East 
Germany adds that being swallowed up would not at all 
mean that one could also be digested. The lady from 
Brandenburg is among the candidates who surround 
Gysi in groups of varying composition. Loos _ grouped 
around small. round stand-up tables. the cast of the Left 
List/PDS campaigns in an unconventional manner. The 
action is lively, even controversial, not least in the 
question and answer game with the audience. Weak- 
nesses and inconsistencies are scarcely avoided. Thus, 
the information value 1s greatly increased. The PDS 
methods vary agreeably from the stiff collar style of rally 
of the established parties 


Gysi also makes a virtue out of necessity when he speaks, 
e.g.. of the fact that “we are also bringing along a great 
quantity of negative experiences.” What he thus 
announces like happy news, in his own apparently care- 
free. Optimistic manner, always with a slight wink. 
represents the conversion of the inherited SED burden 
into future capital. But this particular recycling 1s hard 
on the PDS. not just because of the financial manipula- 
tions. It 1s not fighting just for a place in the united 
Germany, but mainly also against itself. Their happy 
style has somewhat the effect of whistling in the forest in 
order to appear brave. 


Andre Brie, for example, the deputy director, campaign 
chiet, and one of the leaders of the party, even admits 
freely in public that it was hard for him to “show 
optimism and fighting spirit.” Although his confession 
first concerns the money scandal, it applies in extension 
“to very comprehensive political questions.” for which 
the financial trouble is only a symptom, although a very 
significant one. Gregor Gysi makes clear what these 
questions mainly are, when he admits in conversation, 
after some hesitation, “to be in some way president of 
two parties.” 


On the one side are, even literally, the old ones of the 
approximately 340,000 members who remained in the 
PDS as successor of the SED with its 2.4 million regis- 
tered adherents. Most of those live with heads low as 
behind a barricade facing a hostile environment. Usually 
cut off and not infrequently accused indiscriminately of 
being politically criminal, they are now afraid of being 
oppressed and hunted, just as the SED formerly 
oppressed and ‘unted its enemies. Their attitude 1s a 
mixture of helplessneys and resignation, intransigence 
and defiance 


On the other side are the reformers. mostly from the 
younger generation, who reyard their party not as an end 





14 GERMANY 


in itself but rather as representing their interests. They 
want to impart to it a new form and another content 
adapt it to the new conditions, and convert 1 from a 
State party to an opposition party. Andre Brie estimates 
the ratio between the two wings al two thirds t9 one third 
with a lot of overlap. 


Much is expected from the silent majority. Working 
groups have been formed within the party: for women 
for young members. for Christians, for companies and 
unions, also for gay and lesbian politics, there is a 
communist “platform” or interest gioups, consisting. for 
instance, of scientists or physicians, and circles dealing 
with the Third World or security and peace policy. The 
PDS is supposed not only to be a party. but also a 
movement, open to many trends. particularly to extra- 
parliamentary opposition 


If already such groupings with members who often do 
not even belong to the PDS are an absolutely revolu- 
tionary novelty, they demand changes in content which 
are even more surprising. Andre Brie is even reluctant 
when he says that “much in the societal and political 
system of the FRG is better than what we had in the 
GDR.” The party has to find its way out of the old and 
rigid confrontation with capitalism, not in the sense of 
adaptation or even submission, but. as has been stated in 
one of the numerous papers. with the beginnings “of a 
historical-critical attachment to the progress potentials 
of the capi‘alist society...and to develop ideas based on 
this which reach beyond capitalism.” Derived trom this 
1S, Similar to the vision of Mikhail! Gorbac! n hes first 
important speech as the new Secretary © al of the 
Communist Party of the USSR. the th t “global 
human interests,” which have so far not been satistied by 
either real socialism or capitalism. neither prevention of 
war, nor problems of the Third World or of the ecology 
Gysi 1s preaching the theory as a party credo up and 
down the country 


However, none of the discussions has yet been con- 
cluded. The change from class to humane party still 
appears as a rather forced jump into modernity. And 
many contradictory models are also appearing in the 
details of the many program drafts: Not only the 
founding fathers, Marx, Engels and. within limits. Lenin 
but also Bukharin and even Trotzky. as well as social 
democrats such as Bebel or Kautsky. leftist socialists 
Rosa Luxemburg and Liebknecht, revisionists. such as 
Bernstein, or unorthodoy ones like Gramsci. As stated 
by Dietmar Keller. most recently minister of culture in 
the Modrow government. “we are currently without 
theory and are afraid of isms. We have no alternative to 
a market economy, but only global answers such as the 
maxim of making the current world somewhat better.” 
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In practice, a lefi-socialist trend or party association 1s 
beginning to form. But even the pact with West German 
leftists means an endurance test. The verdict by the 
Federal Constitutional Court regarding the German- 
German Election Law has secured the parliamentary 
existence of the PDS: however. it has also forced it to 
expand with great speed across the old Federal Republic 
with the aid and under the dominance of these leftists 
The necessary West German land associations of the 
PDS/Left List are determined by a conglomerate of 
people, running the gamut from fundamentalist Greens 
and alternatives via former social democrats to scattered 
unionists and independent fighters. The new pact will 
take hold particularly at the left edge of the Greens, of 
the SPD, and the unions, and with the revivers of the 
German Communist Party. Ulla Jelpke of the Left List, 
many years a representative of the GAL [Greens- 
Alternative List] in the Hamburg Citizens Council states: 
“But we don’t want a copy of the PDS in the West.” And 
Chrisuane Reymann, another West German candidate 
calls the new coalition “a tension filled project.” No 
wonder that even the PDS is suffering from considerable 
irritation and reservations 


However, all this does not seem to affect the sales talent 
of the political master of ceremomes, Gysi. Internally he 
is Openly admitting that his party 1s very much stressed 
almost to the point of rupture. The relationship to the 
past, the reforms. the integration into the united German 
circumstances, the new self-confidence, and the new 
allied policies: everything has to be tackled at once. Hans 
Modrow. now a kind of patriarch of the party. sees the 
problems in the lack of concept, extreme time pressure, 
and an unclear relationship between the leadership and 
the grass roots of the PDS. But Gysi knows that the party 
has no other choice than to compete immediately—in 
spite of all the stress—and to look ahead. and that 11 has 
no alternatives to him in the near future-—which 1s also 
a reason for internal irritations. To him. this 1s more of 
a hardship than something to propel him. apart trom the 
pleasure he obviously gets when the party is presenting 
itself to the outside as “Gysi and the rest.” 


Nevertheless, he 1s hiding his thoughtfulness and serious- 
ness more and more behind an almost compulsive opti- 
mism and fresh slogans, which come easily to him 
anvhow. Whether an order which can deal with human 
problems should still be called socialism or by some 
other name 1s of little concern to him. as he admits, ¢.g.. 
without hesitation. That causes many people to wince. 
not just from the rock rhythms accompanying such 
messages. The stomping staccato only covers up the fact 
that the PDS is attempting to administer therapy to itself 
through the campaign. even when it pretends to have 
found its footing long ago. The proof of the test 1s yet to 
come—after the election—in their own ranks as well as 
in the Bundestag 
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PCF’s Georges Marchais Suffers Heart Attack 


AU 2612120390 Paris AFP in English 1149 GM] 
26 Dex YU 


{Text} Avignon, France, Dec 26 (AFP)}—French Com- 
munist Party leader Georges Marchais, 70, suffered a 
minor heart attack early Wednesday [26 December] and 
was taken to hospital in the southern city of Avignon 
where his condition was satisfactory. hospital sources 
said 


Doctors said his life was not in danger, and given his 
earlier medical record, Wednesday's attack was “not 
unusual” 


Mr. Marchats, who was celebrating Christmas in his 
country home in Robion near Avignon, was Saturday 
re-elected party general secretary at the end of the 27th 
party congress during which he had to deal with an 
unprecedented challenge from party reformers. 


Mr. Marchais, who has headed his harciine party for 20 
years, has a history of heart trouble. He was taken to 
hospital in early December last year with a similar 
complaint. He also had a serious heart attack in January 
1975 


FRANCE 15 


Government Condemns Coup in Suriname 


112612123690 Paris AFP in Enelish 1216 GMI 
26 Dec W 


[Text] Paris, Dec 26 (AFP)}—France called on the Suri- 
namese Army chief who led a bloodless Christmas Eve 
coup to restore the rule of law and abide by human 
rights, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry said here 
Wednesday [26 December]. 


“The French Government condemns the overthrow of 
the civilian authorities by the Army and calls for the 
restoration of the rule of law”, spokesman Daniel Ber- 
nard said. 


The military toppled the elected government of Presi- 
dent Ramsewak Shankar on Monday and his ministers 
submitted their resignations Tuesday at the behest of 
Army Chief Lieutenant Ivan Graanoogst, according to 
Dutch press reports 


“Only compliance with human rights and the freely 
expressed will of the people will facilitate a return to civil 
peace and economic and social development’. the 
spokesman said. 
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Italy 


Defense Minister Addresses Gulf Troops on Policy 


AU 2612122890 Rome ANSA in Enelish 1017 GMT 
26 Dec 90 


[Text] (ANSA) al-Dhefra, Abu Dhabi, December 26— 
Italian Defence Minister Virginio Rognoni repeated the 
Rome Government's pledge to take any change in sce- 
nario for the Italian troops in the Gulf before parliament 
during a Christmas visit to the forces. 


“We have set up some hypotheses in connection with 
possible scenarios, “he said, “and when we move from one 
to the other, a meeting of parliament will be dutybound. 
The government will take its decision to parliament.” 


Chatting with reporters at the Italian air base here, he 
added yesterday that the closer January 15 comes the 
greatar the danger. “But just as realistically, we have to say 
that if there is an opportunity for a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis, it must be cultivated as far as it can,” he added 


Rognoni also told the troops after a Christmas service that 
they should feel they are working “within a line-up 
including many countries committed to an undertaking of 
peace.” 


“The cause you are working for is a just cause, a cause of 
peace. Aggression and violence must not pay. It 1s in 
reference to this purpose that your commitment and toil is 
motivated.” 


According to unconfirmed reports here, two more Italian 
Tornados will be added to the forces here as carly as 
today to spread the work load over more planes and 
keeping eight of them operative as laid down in the 
government's guidelines. 


Rognoni also said a decision has already been taken on 
sending the support ship, the San Marco, to the zone 
“We now have to decide when the order should be made 
operative,” he said, saying that, as a hospital ship, the 
San Marco may be useful for evacuating civilians. 


Soviet Merchant Navy Officer Seeks Asylum 


AU 2412142390 Paris AFP in English 0106 GMI 
24 Dec 90 


[Text] Chioggia, Italy, Dec 24 (AFP) — A Soviet merchant 
navy officer, fed up with perestroika, on Sunday [23 
December] said he was seeking political asylum in Italy 


Igor Kosobryurkov, 35, a Georgian, told Italian journal- 
ists in the port of Chioggia where his ship had docked 
that he was abandoning the Soviet Union because of the 
economic and political situation there. 


“Perestroika is just an appearance.” he said. “Commu- 
nism remains the same.” 


He told journalists he hoped to find work in Italy 
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Vatican City 


Bomb Damages Radio Vatican, L.S. Army Club 


4{0'2512180390 Paris AFP in Enelish 1752 GMI 
25 Dec YO 


[Text] Rome, Dec 25 (AFP}—A small bomb exploded on 
Christmas Eve in a building near the Vatican causing 
slight damage to a U.S. Army club and Radio Vatican, 
informed sources said Tuesday {25 December] 


The device, which experts said contained a few hundred 
grammes (a few ounces) of explosive was left in a doorway 
of the Saint Cecile Academy concert hall which neighbours 
the United Service Organization and Radio Vatican 


The explosion, which took place at about 0100 GMT 
cracked the pavement, broke two windows and caused 
some damage to mecting rooms at Radio Vatican the 
source said 


Nobody had yet claamed responsibility for the attack 


Allegedly for Vatican Radio 


102612108190 Rome ANSA in Enelish 1034 GM 
h Dex YU 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 26—An unidentified 
anarchist group has claamed responsibility for a small 
dynamite charge which went off carly on Christmas day 
at a building near the Vatican housing the United 
Service Organisation, the U.S. Armed Forces club, and 
Rome's main concert hall, rented out to the Santa Cecilia 
Music Academy, as well as offices of the Vatican Radio 


Police investigators believed initially that the target was 
the USO, but an anonymous phone call to ANSA at 2130 
claimed the explosion for a group of anarchists and said 
the attack was directed against the Vatican Radio as 
purveycr of “ideological drugs.” 


“We anarchists laid the bomb against the Vetican Radio 
at O11) (yesterday morning) [word indistinct] the male 
voice said. “We too have celebrated Christmas as we like 
by a dynamite attack on the Vatican Radio as a trafficker 
in ideological drugs.” 


The anonymous caller, reckoned to be 30-40 years old 
said the charge consisted of three meters of rolled fuse 
and nine sticks of explosive in a plastic bag. Police 
investigators said the phone-call could be reliable 


The blast broke some window-panes and knocked down 
loose plaster, leaving a 10 cm hole 1n the floor of the back 
entrance to the concert hall 


Marble panels fell off the walls and, at the Vatican 
Radio, there was damage in some meeting rooms. The 
auditorium’s last concert before the Christmas break was 
on December 19 
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Lisbon on Lack of Reaction on Shevardnadze 


LD2112124190 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Excerpts] Reactions to Shevardnadze’s resignation have 
been emerging. EEC foreign ministers have expressed 
their concern over Shevardnadze's resignation. [passage 
omitted] 


Countries like the PRC and Portugal have not taken 
individual stances because they believe this to be an 
internal political problem of the Soviet Union 


Cunhal Held Responsible for PCP Resignations 


PM2112162990 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 15 Nov 90 p 3 


[Report by Simoes Ilharco: ““Group of Six’ Reduced to 
One in Portuguese Communist Party | 


[Text] Communist Party member Vitor Louro, who. 
together with Sousa Marques, still comprised the 
“Group of Six,” has also decided to break with the PCP 
[Portuguese Communist Party], and wii! submit his 
letter of resignation from the party today. 


Vitor Louro’s resignation, which reduces that group to 
one member, follows those of Jose Magalhaes. !orge 
Lemos, Veiga de Olivera, and Jose Encarnacao 


In statements to DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. the politician 
attributes his departure “to the logical development of 
the situation in the PCP.” and specifically “to the 
stances adopted by Secretary General Alvaro Cunha! in 
his recent television interview.” 


In his letter of resignation, to which DIARIO DE NOTI- 
CIAS has had access, Vitor Louro expresses his profound 
disagreement with the party's course. 


Alvaro Cunhal’s statements to RTP [Portuguese Radio 
and Television] also draw strong criticism from former 
“Group of Six” member Veiga de Oliveira, who, when 
contacted by DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. began by com- 
menting on the resignations of Jose Magalhaes and Jorge 
Lemos. In this connection he said: “It seems natural that 
when freedom of expression and thought is reduced to 
the right to leave the party, which is an individual right, 
there 1s no alternative to so leaving, and thus | regard 
what has happened as inevitable.” 


The interviewee also stressed that “it 1s unacceptable to 
say, as the PCP secretary general did on RTP. that we are 
so free that we can even leave the party. The choice is 
either you believe or you leave. This is pathetic.” 
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With Vitor Louro’s departure from the PCP, the “Group 
of Six” 1s reduced to Sousa Marques, whose departure 
seems unlikely, however, since this party member 1s 
“organized,” to use the Communist jargon. 


In the meantime, Deputy Jose Magalhaes has decided to 
leave the PCP, writing a letter to Alvaro Cunhal in which 
he says that his position as an independent member of 
parliament “is incompatible’ with that of a party 
member 


From what DIARIO DE NOTICIAS has learned, Jorge 
Lemos likewise decided to leave the party after becoming 
an independent deputy 


The “cases” of Jose Magalhaes and Jorge Lemos 
prompted a meeting of the PCP pariiamentary group. 
which, following the Central Control and Cadres Com- 
mittee’s decision, decided, by the unanimous decision of 
the deputies present. to support the party's “official” 
posiuon 


Let it also be stated that, i vesday evening [13 
November] on RTP, PCP Secretary General Alvaro 
Cunhal played down the expulsion of Deputies Jose 
Magalhaes and Jorge Lemos from the party's parliamen- 
tary group describing it as a “regrettable but secondary 
and marginal situation.” 


The communist leader's state ments, however, did not go 
down well with the PCP’s “critical sector,” finally pre- 
cipitating Vitor Lowro’s resignation 


At first sight. this wave of resignations seems not to 
create a favorable atmosphere within the PCP, bearing in 
mind the imminent holding of two electrons—the presi- 
dential and legislative elections. 


Carlos Carvalhas’ candidacy was “a two-edged weapon.” 
While, on the one hand, it pleased the party's “hard- 
liners” and the most orthodox sector, on the other it 
aroused dissatisfaction among the “critics,” who seem to 
be more inclined toward Mario Soares. 


The PCP secretary general did not succeed in calming 
people down with his RTP interview. Cunhal displeased 
the party's dissident sector with his traditional line. 


It 1s to be assumed that all this will be analyzed at the 
next, as yet unscheduled, Central Committee meeting. 
Until then, the communist crisis will certainly be the 
center of attention in the news media. 


In showing himself intransigent in his line, the PCP 
secretary general has “lost” many party cadres and 
intellectuals. It only remains to be seen whether or not 
there will be further resignations from the PCP. 








18 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Finland 


* Defense Minister on Soviet Relations, Strategy 


YIENOI334 Frauenteld SCHWEIZER SOLDAT + 
MFD in German Nov 90 pp 12-14 


[Interview with Defense Minister Elisabeth Rehn by Urs 
Oskar Keller. place and date not given: “Interview With 
Finland's Elisabeth Rehn. Europe's First Woman 
Defense Minister”—first two paragraphs are SCH- 
WEIZER SOLDAT + MED introduction) 


[Excerpts] When asked what she finds attractive about 
power, she says that she feels she must be better than a 
man professionally. 


Elisabeth Rehn. 55, 1s doing all right. Since last June. she 
has been in command of an army numbering 270,000 
men. The Warsaw Pact has collapsed; NATO 1s without 
an enemy. How 1s this political upheaval viewed in 
Finland” 


[Keller] Madam Defense Minister. what were your 
thoughts when you heard last November that 36.5 per- 
cent of the Swiss population voted in favor of the 
referendum on “a Switzerland without an army and a 
comprehensive peace policy?” 


[Rehn] | was surprised, of course. It was not what | had 
expected. Something must have happened in Switzer- 
land that | am not aware of. 


[Keller] What kind of an image does the Finnish Army 
have in your society, and how many Finns do you think 
would support such a radical initiative, if they were 
given an opportunity to vote for i” 


[Rehn] There are a great many people who fully support 
our army in its present form. The image is good. The 
Social Democrats have also come out in favor of cutting 
the defense budget. | am not in favor of this. On the 
contrary. Compared to other European nations, our 
budget is very small. | do not want more money for 
weapons but for better troop accommodations because 
many of them are in bad shape at this time. At the 
moment I am in the midst of a fight over next year's 
budget with Matti Louekoski, our finance minister. | 
hope I win this “fight.” 


In Finland, only a small number of voters would support 
such an initiative—less than five percent | would guess 
In our country we believe in our army and in defense in 
its present form. Of course there 1s criticism of the army. 
Criticism hurts but it does raise questions that we need 
to ask. Still, we need an army! 


[Keller] Whenever foreign observers visit the Finnish 
armed forces, they are always impressed by the soldiers’ 
high level of enthusiasm and motivation. Is that still the 
case today” 


[Rehn] Yes, certainly. When I recently visited young 
recruits at various camps, | was favorably impressed by 
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their genuine Commitment to the army. | spoke to young 
men and asked them for ‘heir honest opinion. The young 
people are highly motivated. For another thing. the 
armed forces are well equipped at this time 


[Keller] After the upheavals in East and West and the 
end of the Cold War. what are you doing today to keep 
motivating your soldiers in the future? 


[Rehn] Primarily by providing more meaningful training 
programs. In the past. our servicemen were not so well 
trained in school. Today. we have an excellent educa- 
tional system. Under the circumstances, the starting 
point is entirely different. It 1s a new challenge our 
generals and our ministry face every day 

[Keller] How would you characterize your own style of 
leadership” 


[Rehn] | am the leader, the person who makes the final 
decisions. | have held a number of leadership positions 
in the past—both in private industry (the Renecta Co. 
and Rehn Ltd.) and in international organizations, e.g. 
as member of the presidium of the Swedish People’s 
Party (RKP) and as an official of the Finnish Red Cross 
and of UNICEF. 


1 always listen to people very closely before | form an 
opinion. And when | have made a decision, | am 
authoritarian and vehemently stand up for my opinion 
Then I am alone—a leader must be alone. 


| always want to see the human beings behind their jobs. 
1 think it 1s important for me to get to know all the 
different aspects of the army. including the people who 
work in the kitchens. | am deeply committed to 
improving the financial position of the young men 
attending the recruit and officer schools. To this day. 
young men have lost money in the army. Sad to say, the 
pay in the Finnish army is very meager. The ordinary 
soldier gets 18 Finnish marks (about 6.25 Swiss francs) 
per day. (By comparison, Swiss soldiers are paid five 
Swiss francs per day.) [passage omitted] 


[Keller] Finland has a | ,300-kilometer-long frontier with 
the Soviet Union, a superpower. From a strategic point 
of view, your country 1s powerless against the Russian 
divisions in the North. What 1s your strategy” 


[Rehn] Finland's security policy position is stable. Fin- 
land has made a positive contribution to its own security 
policy enviroment both in the North and the rest of 
Europe by conducting a foreign policy based on neu- 
trality and its active participation in CSCE. The treaty of 
friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance between 
Finland and the Soviet Union has exerted and continues 
to exert a significant stabilizing influence on the situa- 
tion in the North 


The goal of Finnish security policy 1s to keep our nation 
from being drawn into a potential conflict or from being 
subjected to conflict in some other fashion. As far as the 
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military aspect 1s concerned, it 1s crucial that our neigh- 
boring nations as well as other nations have faith in our 
capability to watch over and defend our territory on our 
own. 


[Keller] Unlike Switzerland, Finland has provided for 
alternative civilian service since 1969. Are you satisfied 
with this state of affairs? 


[Rehn] Yes. At the moment we have about 700 individ- 
uals performing civilian service. My personal opinion is 
(and | think that ts important) that our soldiers and the 
members of our armed forces support their army; that 
they are really prepared to defend their country. We have 
no use for men who do not want to serve in the army. It 
is better to offer them an alternative and to tet them 
work for civilian institutions. We have about 10 individ- 
uals each year who refuse to do any service whatsoever 
and they must go to jail for one year. In my view that is 
too long. | am even in favor of their going to jail for only 
six months. | would also like to cut the length of civilian 
service from the present 16 months to 13 months. We 
should not punish these people. Our military service 
today lasts between eight, nine and one-half and 11 
months. (By comparison, Swiss soldiers are required to 
serve a total of 329 days.) 


“Very Good Relations with the Soviet Union™ 


[Keller] The special YYA, using the Finnish abbrevia- 
tion, Treaty on “Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual 
Assistance” signed by President Paasikivi and Stalin in 
1948 was recently extended to the year 2003. The treaty 
requires Finland to fight any aggressor who attacks the 
Soviet Union via Finnish territory with every means at 
its disposal, including Soviet help if necessary. Doesn't 
this treaty severely restrict you? 


[Rehn] It does—also in terms of troop strength and 
equipment. We trust the Russians and have very good 
relations with the Soviet Union. Maybe the YYA Treaty 
should be modernized. But today that is not so urgent. A 
great deal has changed in East Europe. We should wait 
and rethink our strategy and our security policy accord- 
ingly. These things need to be deali with very calmly and 
soberly. Up to now there have not been any dramatic 
changes. We will wait and see what happens in the near 
future, ¢.g., what the outcome of German unification will 
be: then we can have a debate. Finland is very stable with 
its neutrality. 


[Keller] Are you really not worried about the fact that the 
Warsaw Pact has collapsed, that there is an East-West 
thaw, and the Soviet Union is gradually disintegrating, 
that the republics, e.g.. the Baltic states, are gaining 
independence and that the economy is grinding to a halt? 


[Rehn] There is a lot going on there, that is true. But so 
far nothing has happened that poses a danger to us. | am 
watching the situation very carefully. Today, our rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union are good. We should stay the 
course 
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[Keller] When he visited Finland last year President 
Gorbachev expressly and publicly accepted Finland's 
neutrality. Did that do anything to change your views? 
Would it not be time for Finland to disarm? 


[Rehn] It was a very significant statement that Mr 
Gorbachev made, but that statement did not change 
anything. We are spending |.34 percent of our GNP on 
defense. That is only about five percent of our total 
budget (7.2 billion Finnish marks or about 2.6 billion 
Swiss francs). We do not have a lot of money to make 
any additional cuts. 


[Keller] What is your budget this year and what will you 
spend on the military next year? 


[Rehn] Now (in 1990) our budget is 7.2 billion Finnish 
marks (or 2.6 billion Swiss francs). We do not yet know 
exactly what the budget for next year will be. It ts 
supposed to be slightly higher. The new budget will be 
made public in September. 


[Keller] Is it difficult for you to get the funds for your 
ministry” 


[Rehn] Yes, it 1s. If you fight for daycare centers or on 
behalf of old people, all the ministers will support it; but 
if you ask for more money for weapons or soldiers, it is 
not so easy. | will have a tough time getting the money. 


[Keller] In its arms program Switzerland still has not 
reached a decision on the purchase of 34 American F/A 
18 fighter aircraft. Finland has come out in favor of 
buying F/A 16's soon. Why will the F/A 16's probably be 
given the nod? 


{Rehn] The decision has not yet been made. We have 
offers in hand from Mirage. from F/A 16 and JAS 
[fighter/attack/reconnaissance}-Gripen. In other words, 
the competition is between France, the United States, 
and Sweden. | will be going to the Farnborough Air Show 
in England this month along with some experts. We will 
make our decision next fall (1991), but only after a 
thorough analysis. Up to now, the F/A 16 really does 
seem to meet our requirements. Next year, our decision 
will be submitted to parliament and the procurement of 
the aircraft is supposed to be included in the 1991/92 
budget. 


[Keller] Has it gotten more difficult in Finland, as 
elsewhere, to find room for new training grounds and 
military installations of all kinds? 


[Rehn] Yes. The environmentalists are active and pni- 
Ority is being given to environmental compatibility. It 1s 
important to conduct an environmental feasibility study 
first for each project. We should not operate any pro- 
grams which endanger the environment. Ours is a large 
country and we already have adequate training facilities 
for our army. We are not faced with the kind of major 
problems that exist in Switzerland. But we must go about 
these things with care and sensitivity 
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[Keller] What do you think poses a greater threat to 
Finland today: an environmental catastrophe or a mili- 
tary attack? 


[Rehn]} Our enemies today are those who attempt to do 
something bad against our democratic system and our 
society. It could also be some kind of organization or 
something entirely different. We have no enemies today 
and we do not want any in the future. Chernobyl has 
opened our eyes in terms of what we have to do if an 
emergency or a crisis occurs. Today, | think our country 
faces a greater threat from an enviromental catastrophe 
than from a military attack 


[Keller] Let us assume there 1s more unrest in the Soviet 
Union and thousands of refugees come streaming across 
the Finnish border—which is not an impossible sce- 
nario. Have you already prepared for such an eventuality 
and do you think the use of military forces along the 
border would even be desirable in such a situation” 
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[Rehn] it cannot be ruled out that something like thes 
could happen, but | sincerely hope we will not have to 
use our troops for something of this sort. In the final 
analysis this 1s something to be dealt with by the intenor 
ministry which 1s responsible for the vorder. We have 
never had any discussions with them about this. We 
must of course be prepared for al! eventualitics and 
render assistance on an ad hoc basis 


[Keller] Is st conceivable that you mught already lose 
your job as minister at the upcoming parliamentary 
election next year’ 


[Rehn] Yes. Time is short in political life and new 
individuals come and go. Whatever 1s for the good of the 
party comes first. Will we even be part of the government 
next year? Which ministries will we get’? Those are open 
questions. It might well be that | will no longer be 
defense minister next year or even a member of the 
cabinet for that matter. [passage omitted] 
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Airport Security Alert for Anti-US. Terrorism 
NC2512162090 Nicoma 1 SIMERINI in Greed 
25 Dec 9 p 18 


[Text] Security forces at Larnaca Airport are on a state of 
full vigilance to confront any terrorist act. According to 
police sources, security forces at Larnaca Airport will be 
on full alert over the three-day Christmas holiday 
because of information continuously being received 
from abroad about possible attacks by pro-lragi terrorist 
groups against American or pro-American targets tran- 
siting Larnaca Airport. 


For this reason, according to Larnaca Police Commis- 
ssoncr Prokopis Yeoryiou, security forces at Larnaca 
Airport are taking all necessary precautionary measures 
and are maintaining full vigilance. 


Ministerial Delegation Returns From Syrian Visit 


NC2412182690 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 24 Dec W 


[Excerpts] Foreign Minister Yeoryios lakovou, Finance 
Minister Yeoryros Sirimis, and Commerce and Industry 
Minister Takis Nemitsas, who began a visit to Damascus 
last Saturday [22 December], met today with Syrian 
President Hafiz al-Asad. [passage omitted] 


Yesterday, the Cypriot ministers and their Syrian coun- 
terparts discussed ways to strengthen bilateral relations 
in the political, economic, and trade sectors at a session 
of the Cypnot-Synan ministerial commuitice. The three 
ministers returned to Cyprus this afternoon 


Expenditures for Defense Through 1994 Reported 
NO 2412121290 Nicosa ALITHIA in Greek 
24 Dec W pp 1. § 


[Text] Total expenditures for arming the National Gjuard 
from 1989 to 1994 will rise to 824 million Cyprus 
pounds, an cxtremely large amount for Cyprus. The 
expenses (made and to be made) from 1989-91 for the 
National Guard's armament plans will be 524 milhon 
Cyprus pounds. According to the Ministry of Defense's 
new plan for the 1992-94 three-year period. an addi- 
tional 300 million pounds will be spent. 


The Defense Ministry's new 300-million-pound plan will 
be submitted to the country’s political leadership for 
approval in January 1991. According to a responsible 
government source, the 1989-91 expenses are almost 
double those for 1992-94 because we “had to create an 
army.” 


When the Vasilou goverment assumed power. the 
source said, we had a national guard bul not an army or 
a defense. This 1s why we spent more moncy in 1989-91, 
almost twice as much as we will spend in 1992-94 


Commenting on the concern in economic and political 
circles that the expenses, which are very high for Cyprus. 
will “depress” our economy. the source said no such 
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danger cists. Before making any cipenditurc, studies 
are made to see if the country’s cconomic resources can 
sustain such cuperses. “These studies indicate that our 
cconomy can sustain them so there « no cause for 
concern,” the same source stated 


Thes source stated that revenuc from income taxcs and 
gas. which will be allocated for defense for the 1992-94 
period, will amount to 220 million Cyprus pounds 


Denktas Sends Letter to UN on Greek Action Plan 


142512190090 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1630 GMT 25 Dec WO 


[Text] Pressdent Rauf Denktas has drawn the attention of 
the UN secretary general to the action plan on Cyprus 
revealed by Greek Cyprot Admunustration leader V asiliou 
and Greck Prime Minister Mitsotakis during the former's 
visit to Athens. In a ietoer sent to UN Secretary General 
Perez de Cuellar, Denktas ported oui that the main pornts 
of the achion plan consist of launching a new crusade 
against Turkey and the Turkish Cypnots, and rarsing 
military cooperation between the Greek Cyprots and 
Crrecks to the asghest level. Noteng that the Greek Cypriots 
and the Greeks also declared that they view Turkey as the 
only respondent in the Cyprus question, Denktas sad that 
for the Greek Cyprnot side the Cyprus problem can be 
solved only if the Turkish Cypnot side capitulates to 
Greek Cypnot demands. 


The president drew the attention of Perez de Cuctlar to 
the adverse affects these grave developments can have 
on the negotiating process under the auspices of the UN 
secretary general as well as on the possibility for a 
peaceful solution 


According to TAK [TURKISH NEWS AGENCY IN 
CYPRUS], Denktas, i hes letter, stressed that the Cireck 
(Cypriots an* Greeks are trying to justify their military 
cooperation and the armament efforts in south Cyprus 
by citing imaginary threats. Those Greek Cypriot 
attempts to direct the problem to international platforms 
aggravate the lack of trust between the two peopics on 
the sland. Denktas remarked 


The president stated that the attitude of the Greek Cyp- 
nots and Grecks demonstrates their intention to insist on 
confrontation. Denktas noted that Greek Cypriot and 
Greek efforts to deny the nght of self-determination to the 
Turkish Cypriots, who have an equal mght to speak, 
constitutes another cx. mple of their intentions and pro- 
vocative actions. Their attitude contradicts UN Security 
Council Resolution 649, Denktas said, adding that the 
Greek Cyprnot side has shown it does not intend to 
negotiate within the framework of that resolution. Finally, 
Denktas pointed out that the Greek Cypriots intensified 
their efforts to undermine the goodwill mission of the UN 
secretary general. Denktas’ letter was given a few days ago 
to Oscar Camilion, the UN secretary genera’’s special 
envoy in Cyprus. by Kenan Atakol, foreign affairs and 
defense minister, to be delivered to the UN secretary 
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Opposition Leader Inonu Visits Jordan, Iraq 
W42412 153300 


For Near East reportage on the visit of Erdal Inonu. 
chairman of the Social Democratic Populsst Party. to 
Jordan and Iraq. see the relevant sections of the 24 
December Near East & South Assa DAILY REPORT 
and subsequent rssucs 


Criticizes Ankara Gulf Policy 


JIN2412211290 Baghdad INA in Arabic 0915 GMT 
24 Dec W 


[Text] Baghdad, 24 Dec (INA}—Erdal Inonou. leader of 
the Turkish opposition and the Social Democratic Pop- 
ulist Party, has praised President Saddam Husayn's 
positions calling for peace and for preventing an out- 
break of war im the Middle East. In a statement to 
AL-JUMHURIYAH published today, Erdal Inonou said 
that Iraq 1s firm on its positions and adheres to its nghts. 
which Irag believes are based on history. Iraq knows well 
this history which President Saddam Husayn reviewed 
during my meeting with his excellency 


He said President Saddam Husayn’s | 2 August initiative 
calling for solving all Middie East problems is welcomed 
and deserves attention because it respects all UN reso- 
lutions previously rssued regarding Palestinian and Leb- 
anese issucs, as well as others. These issucs have con- 
tinued for so long. and no one is trying to solve them 
seriously mm the way that the United Nations 1s dealing 
with the Gulf issue 


On the Turkish Government's position and dealing with 
the situation on the Gulf, the leader of the Turkish Social 
Democratic Populist said Turkish foreign policy has 
traditionally been based on noninterference im disputes 
among the Arab countries. We seck peace on the world 
and peaceful ties with all Arabs, particularly our Arab 
neighbors. We want to establish continuous and good 
bilateral relations with our Arab neighbors economically 
socially, and culturally. At the same time, he added, we 
regret the occurrence of Arab disputes. We hope that 
these disputes will be resolved peacefully, without our 
intervention. We have no right to say who ts wrong and 
who 1s right because we believe that Arabs can resolve 
their differences and disputes within the Arab fold 


The leader of the Turkish opposition said: In the current 
dispute, we should have maintained the same policy and 
followed the same course of noninterference 


He added: | belreve that the dispute 1s within the Arab 
framework, and its solution should remaim that way. If 
some statements by President Ozal gave the impression 
that Turkey has a special interest in applying the Security 
Council resolutions as though the issue concerned 
Turkey and Iraq, this would be a grave mistake because 
there 1s no dispute between Iraq and Turkey. Turkey 


should stay away from Arab disputes and differences. Ail 
we hope 1s that thes dispute will be resolwed by the Arabs 
peacetully 
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Erdal Inonu said he belreves that the best solution 1 to 
resolve problems through dialogue and ncgotiations 
Regarding this. Iraq declared its readiness to achieve 
peace, and President Saddam Husayn affirmed thers 


On hes view for a comprehensive solution to the Middic 
East problem, he sard: We are for solving all problems in 
the region without discrimination. And this 1s possibic. 
The Paris treaty 1s a good example of this: a treaty for 
European security and cooperation was signed. Such a 
treaty might be an cxrample to be followed because there 
are common interests among the European countries 
that call for agreement and for forgetting the many decp 
differences among them. They all came to sign the treaty 
after they worked to resolve their border and economx 
differences through negotiation. War should be 
denounced, and peace should be pursucd. 


On the developments mm the Turkish position vis-a-vis 
the situation in the Gulf, be sard: We are for peace and 
we support resolving probiems through negotiation and 
meaningful dialogue. Turkey has not dispatched any 
forces outside the country, and all their moves are inside 
the country. This ss not a sign of provocation toward 


Iraq 


Commentary: Tour ‘Meaningless’ 
N02412170390 Istantud TERCU MAN in Turkish 
21 Dec W po 


{Commentary by Fahir Armaoglu: “A Meaningless 


Visit”) 


{Text} Social Democratic Populist Party [SDPP] leader 
Erdal Inonu Icaves for a four- or five-day visit to Jordan. 
Iraq, and Saudi Arata today. No matier how onc looks 
at thes visit, ot 1s a trivial and meaningicss move. The 
itinerary 1s full of mistakes 


The first mistake concerns Saudi Aratia. The imitial 
announcement of the visit mentioned only Jordan and 
Iraq. According to a number of circles, Saud: Arata was 
included only after SDPP officials were cautioned by 
that country. Thus situation ts enough to indicate the 
SDPP's uncertainty over what should be done 


Mr. Erdal Inonu’s visit has been described as a “peace 
initiative.” We can only smile at this. The wesit 1s taking 
place at a time when the “political atmosphere’ 1s 
extremely tense and war seems increasingly imevitabic 
One may well ask whether “a peace imitative” 1% fol 
most useful and appropriate when tension 1s escalating. 
and the answer 1s yes, of course. What counts, however 
is the “influence” of the person making the “initiative,” 
his abilities, and his moral influence. It ts true that 
immtiatives by people with mfluence in international 
politics may be successful. Mr. Erdal Inonu, however, is 
not the leader of the Britesh Labor Party or of the 
German Social Democrats. Nor vs he a prime muenester or 
a former prime minister. It scems that he was inspired by 











FBIS-WEL -90-248 
26 December 1990 


the former prime ministers who ‘armed the interna- 
tional solidarity against Iraq by rushing to Baghdad to 
secure the release of their countrymen. 


Moreover, Mr. Erdal Inonu'’s description of Saddam 
Husayn as a “social democratic leader™ canaot be casily 
overlooked. 


It has been reported that Mr. Erdal Inonu w Ii tell 
Saddam Husayn that the Turkish people do not sup ort 
the idea of a war. What gives Mr. Erdal Inonu the nght 
to speak on behalf of the “Turkish nation?” Turkey has 
a legitimate parliament which has adopted the decisions 
required by Turkey's foreign policy. and will continuc to 
do so. How, then, can Mr. Erdal Inonu meet with 
Saddam Husayn on behalf of the Turkish nation” 


Mr. Erdal Inonu reportedly will tell Saddam Husayn that 
Iraq's occupation of Kuwait ts “illegal.” This is nothing 
important or new. Saddam Husayn has been told many 
times in the past four and a half months about the 
illegality of this state of affairs. Is Mr. Erdal Inonu 
influential enough to be able to say “it will be different if 
1 tell him myself?” 


Mr. Erdal Inonu’s visit is completely related to “domes- 
tec politics” and has nothing to do with the efforts to 
establish of peace in the Gulf. Therefore. the SDPP 
Stands to gain nothing from this vrsit. 


Inonu Demands Akbulut Take Stand Against War 


142412153490 Ankara ANATOLIA in Enelish 
1443 GMT 24 Dec W 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}— Main opposition leader Erdal 
Inonu on Monday [24 December] said that Prime Min- 
ister Yildirom Akbulut should openly declare that 
Turkey would not be involved im a war outside its 
territory in the wake of the Gulf crisis. 


Inonu, the leader of the Social Democratic Populist 
Party, on Sunday met Iraqi President Saddam Husayn in 
Baghdad. After the mecting Inonu quoted Saddam as 
saying that [words indistinct] about Turkey's stance or 
the crisis. 


Turkey immediately joined an international cconomic 
embargo against Iraq after the invasion of Kuwait by 
Baghdad on August 2 although its southeastern neighbor 
was previously one if its biggest trading partners and said 
it supported all UN resolutions on the issuc. 


Inonu, addressing parliament, accused President Turgut 
Oval of calling for war. Ozal has won praise abroad but is 
drawing criticism at home for his swift adoption of UN 


sanctions against Iraq and his tough talk against Bagh- 
dad 


“His (Ozal's) incorrect assessments and enthusiasm for 
military intervention to the Gulf crises rs bringing us to a 
brink of a very dangerous war no one wants in Turkey. 
but Mr. Oval 1s continuing his attitude to encourage a 
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war. And Mr. Prime Minister (Yildirim Akbulut) stands 
without doing anything.” Inonu sard. 


“What can be our interest in a war’ Nothing.” Inonu 
said, urging Akbulut to openly declare that Turkey would 
not enter a war. “Mr. Prime Minister says Turkey wants 
peace but is also ready if a war crupts. What docs this 
mean’ Everyone knows thal we are ready to defend 
ourselves if we receive an attack. But do Mr. Akbulut's 
statements imply that we can also be mmvolved im an 
external war’ | demand that Mr. Prime Minester openly 
declare Turkey would not be involved in a war outside 
our territory.” Inonu said 


Akbulut Defends Request for NATO Forces 


TA2S12202090 Ankara TRT | elevisson Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 25 Da 


[Excerpt] Yildirim Akbulut, Motherland Party leader 
and prime minicter, has said that the request for mobile 
forces from NATO is to demonstrate that the alliance 
will stand by Turkey in the event of an attack against 
Turkey. Akbulut declared that 1 1s wrong to distort the 
issuc and use it as a tool for internal politics 


The prime minister received delegations from Adana. as 
well as from Isparta’s Yalvac and Kastamonu’s Avdava 
Districts. In a statement during the meeting. Akbulut 
noted that the request for NATO mobile forces was 
oversimplified and distorted by questions lke: Is Turbcy 
unable to defend itself? Will these six plates dead 
Turkey” 


Akbulut remarked that the efforts to portray Turkey as 
incapable of defending itself are incompatible with the 
facts. Explaining that the necessary measures have been 
taken for the country’s defense, Akbulut said that the 
government cannot adopt an indifferent attitude and 
claim that the war will not affect us mm any way 


Akbulut declared: It 1s wrong to turn the rssuc into a tool 
for internal politics. It 1s not mght to discuss thes rssuc im 
such a manner and use it as a tool for mternal politics, 
because the matter concerns the country’s defense and 
the crisis has not yet been overcome. Our citizens are 
undoubtedly aware of this error, We are defending our 
country, and we want to do so together with our allies 
There is no harm in this. There is no bully factor in this 
If we reyect any help and claim that we want to undertake 
our own defense, then what are we doing in NATO” Why 
did we become a member of NATO” If we are a member. 
then let NATO participate in this. Our only aim 1s to 
defend our country. The acrial force that will arrive im 
Turkey consists of 42 planes and 567 personnel. It will 
merely show the flag and act as a deterrent factor. It 1 
meant to indicate that if Turkey is attacked, NATO 1s 
also here standing by Turkey. [passage omitted] 











24 TURKEY 


Inonu Says Ozal Gambling With Citizens’ Lives 


TA2512113890 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text! Erdal Inonu, leader of the Social Democratic 
Populist Party, has charged that President Turgut Ozal 
sees war as the only solution to the Gulf crisis and wants 
Turkey to be involved in this war. Inonu’s written 
Statement 1s as follows: 


Mr. Ozal’s statement, published today, shows once again 
that he runs Turkey's foreign policy directly. This 1s a 
violation both of the Constitution and of our national 
interests. | am saying that it ts possible to ensure— 
through the joint forces of the United Nations—tiraq’s 
peaceful withdrawal from Kuwait through negotiations, 
but that Turkey should not take part in a war, if it erupts. 
Mr. Oczal ts saying that there ts no other solution and that 
Turkey must take part in the war. Our nation will decide 
who is right and who protects Turkey's interests. Mr. 
Ozal’s attitude amounts to gambling with our citizens” 
lives. Regardless of his position or title, no politician has 
the right to do such a thing. 


Ecevit Reacts to Ozal Statement on Gulf Crisis 


142512163690 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1830 GMT 25 Dec 90 


{Excerpt} Ankara (A.A}—Bulent Ecevit, leader of extra- 
parliamentary Democratic Left Party (DSP). said today 
that President Turgut Ozal gambled over the Turkish 
nation and “if Turkey is dragged into war, the main 
responsibility of this will belong to (President) Ozal.” 


In a written statement today, former prime minister 
Ecevit reacted to a statement by President Turgut Ozal 
on Monday [24 December]. 


In his statement, covered by the press today, President 
Turgut Ozal criticised the leader of main opposition 
Social Democratic Populist party (SHP) and extra- 
parliamentary Democratic Left and Prosperity Parties 
for visiting Iraq and meeting with Iraqi head of state 
Saddam Husayn. 


“These talks encourage the Iraqi Administration and 
regretfully increase the probability of war” President 
Ozal said in his written statement. 


Ecevit said that Turgut Ozal, while drafting Turkey's 
policy towards the Gulf crisis, has ignored parliament 
and the public opinion. 


Criticising the state-owned Turkish Radio and Televi- 
sion corporation (TRT) of covering the words of Presi- 
dent Ozal aimed at himself, Ecevit said, “the TRT covers 
Statements made against me, despite the fact that | am 
not given a word of say at ithe TV.” 


“President Ozal has taken into account the views of US. 
President (George) Bush, not the ones of the Turkish 
nation and Tvrkish authorities, in his Gulf policy” he 
said. 
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Ecevit also accused the president of making pro-war 
statements, contrasting the current acceleration of 
peaceful initiatives in the Gulf crisis. 


“If Turkey is dragged into war, Ozal will be the first 
person responsible for it” he concluded. [passage 
omitted] 


Ali Birand Comments on Interview With Saddam 


NC2412192990 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
20 Dec 90 p 16 


[Column by M. Ah Birand: “Why Has Saddam Husayn 
Softened His Stance Toward Turkey?”] 


[Excerpts] | believe that many people who watched the 
interview with Saddam Husayn carried by Turkish tele- 
vision last night wondered “why Saddam Husayn was 
taking such a moderate approach.” | wondered the same 
thing when | interviewed the Iraqi president.... 


It seems unbelievable... 


We had earlier agreed to Iraq's condition that the inter- 
view with Saddam Husayn be broadcast on the “32d 
Day™ program without being edited. The same condition 
has been set for other television stations. In other words, 
Saddam Husayn wanted to be able to express any critical 
opinions he may have. We told him we would only “edit 
the interview if Turkey was insulted. Otherwise, we 
would broadcast i unedited.” Saddam Husayn had 
many reasons to criticize Turkey's policy. By claiming 
that Saddam Husayn would be ousted and that Iraq must 
be taught a serious lesson, President Ozal made Saddam 
Husayn his target right from the start of the Gulf crisis. 
in fact, Ozal’s remarks set the tone for President Bush 
and other world leaders. 


Saddam Husayn, however, took great care not to create 
the impression that he had chosen Turgut Ozal as his 
target. in fact, he refrained trom openly critizing O7zal. 
Instead, he apparently chose poor Husnu Dogan, min- 
ister of national defense, as his target. He criticized the 
statement Husnu Dogan made a few days ago. [passage 
omitted] 


“Cyprus Will Not Be on the Agenda” 


Another interesting point in the interview was Saddam 
Husayn’s approach on the Cyprus problem. It is well 
known that the condition he has put forward for with- 
drawing from Kuwait is “the settlement of regional 
problems.” Iraq. however, has not specified which prob- 
lems are on its list. [passage omitted] 


Ankara watched Saddam Husayn with anxicty, won- 
dering whether he would include the Cyprus problem on 
his list. The Iraqi president clarified this matter last 
night by indicating that the Cyprus problem 1s not on the 
list. Saddam Husayn gave an indication of this when he 
was interviewed by Bulent Ecevit a while back. Replying 
10 a question we put to him after the interview, Saddam 
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Husayn clearly said that the Cyprus problem is not 
among his bargaining cards. 


Saddam Husayn does not expect Turkey to change its 
present approach and rush into Baghdad's embrace. 
Everyone knows this cannot happen. He agreed to be 
interviewed because he wants to reduce the tension 
between Turkey and Iraq or, at least, to prevent it from 
escalating. He wants Turkey to limit the support it 
extends to U.S. aircraft as far as possible. Saddam 
Husayn frequently used the term “Muslim brothers” and 
addressed himself more to the Turkish peo; le than to the 
Turkish Government. In fact, he tried to win the sur7ort 
of the Turkish people by saying: “No one has explained 
the true facts to you.” 


Has Saddam Achieved His Objective? 


It is undeniable that he has succeeded in confusing a 
number of people.... Nevertheless, a change in the 
Turkish Government's policy is out of the question. 
Actually, a change of policy by the Turkish Government 
should not be expected until the direction the crisis will 
take becomes clear after 15 January 1991. If the impres- 
sion that Saddam Husayn will be able to save himself 
gains strength, then Ankara will move to abandon its 
resolute approach... 


Is What Saddam Husayn Said True? 


Even if Saddam Husayn’s moderate approach toward 
Turkey can be linked to his desire to weaken the ranks of 
the pro-US. coalition against him, we believe that his 
views on Turkish-Iraqi relations are what matter. How 
true 1s the rosy picture he painted? Not very....1t must 
not be forgotten that it was Iraq that tried to mobilize the 
Arab countries against Turkey over the question of the 
transnational waters of the Euphrates River. Despite 
Saddam Husayn’s rejection of this viewpoint in a private 
talk we had with him, this 1s how Turkey looks ai the 
matter....Of course, this means that Iraq's stand has 
caused unease in Turkey. Meanwhile, the problems Iraq 
has created for Turkey in the economic relations 
between the two countries are also well known. 


It is clear that Turkey cannot reconsider its policy 
toward Iraq in light of these points. What, then, should 
Turkey do in the future? 


What Should Turkey's Approach Be? 


We would be making a very serious mistake if we regard 
Saddam Husayn’s statements as “a retreat in the face of 
Turkey's firm stand” and move to take a more aggressive 
approach in the belief that we will be able to push him 
into a corner. Turkey will 1 aintain the policy it has 
pursued thus far, but it must do so without bullying Iraq. 
Furthermore, ministers must refrain from making non- 
sensical statements. Our future steps must be well calcu- 
lated. Turkey must avoid adopting a warmongering 
approach. 
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Tatar ASSR Official Sabirov Arrives in Ankara 


TA2512203390 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkas.. 1800 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text] Mukhammat Sabirov, chairman of the Tatar 
ASSR Council of Ministers, arrived in Ankara today. He 
was received at Esenboga Airport by Industry and Com- 
merce Minister Sukru Yurur. In a statement, Yurur said 
that industrial and commercial cooperation to be under- 
taken between Tukey and the Soviet republics could 
creaie markets in third countries. 


The visiting prime minister and the accompanying del- 
egation then called on Yurur in his office and conferred 
with him for some time. Sabirov also visited State 
Minister Mehmet Kececiler. During the meeting, Kece- 
ciler said that recent world developments created new 
economic opportunities. Kececiler noted that efforts are 
being exerted to realize the Black Sea economic cooper- 


ation region project. 


Cyprus Roundtable Conference Said Unrealistic 


742612114390 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 26 Dec 90 


[Text] Turkey has said that i 1s against unrealistic 
approaches to the Cyprus issue, such as seeking a solu- 
tion at a roundtable conference. Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Murat Sungar, speaking at his weekly news 
conference, recalled the proposal made by the Italian 
foreign minister on the issue. Stressing that the UN 
secretary general assessed this approach as unacceptable 
interference in his goodwill mission, Sungar added that 
the search for a solution should involve support for the 
UN secretary general's efforts. He called on all parties 
who seek a solution to the Cyprus question to try to 
understand the essence of the problem. He added that 
the problem can be solved between the representatives of 
the Turkish and Cypriot peoples on the island through 
negotiations. 


7,500 Metalworkers Strike; 120,000 Others To Join 


TA2S 12164090 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1520 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A}—Some 7,500 private sector metal 
workers went on strike on Tuesday [25 December] 
demanding big pay rises to offset soaring inflation. 


Union officials said 80,000 m-ial workers from Turk- 
Metal labour union affiliated to Turk-Is, Turkey's largest 
labour confederation, and 40,000 workers from indepen- 
dent Celik-Is and automobile unions would follow suit 
on Wednesday. 


The 7,500 metal workers, members of the Ozdemir-Is 
labour union, are carning a net [words indistinct] and 
have rejected pay rise offers of over 150 percent, union 
officials said. The work places to be affected by the strike 
include cable wire producers Celik [words indistinct] in 
the industrial districts extending from Istanbul to Izmit. 
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Paliament Endorses 1991 Budget of $35 Billion 


TA2512095490 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0855 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—Paiiiament endorsed Monday [24 
December] evening Turkey's budget for 1991 by a 
majority of 273 against 149. 


The budget volume is 104.7 trillion Turkish lira [TI]. 
(around 35 billion dollars). 


Revenues are estimated to be 83.360 trillion TI, thus 
giving a deficit of 20.3 trillion Ti (around 7 billion 
dollars). 


Man Sentenced to 12 Years for Spying for Iraq 


TA2512163190 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text] Ahmet Alver, who was tried by the General Staff 
Military Court for spying for Iraq, has been sentenced to 
12 years and six months in prison. According to ANA- 
TOLIA, during today’s hearing Alver stated that he 
agreed to work for Iraq when iraqi Embassy officials 
offered him money as he was applying for a visa to join 
his relatives in Iraq. 


Members of ‘Illegal Organization’ Apprehended 


Eleven in Icel 


TA2512164490 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 25 Dec 90 


[Text] Eleven members of an illegal organization and 10 
others suspected of abetting them were caught in Icel. 
According to a statement issued by the Icel Governor's 
Office, the suspects, including the organization's 
regional officer for Cukurova, were preparing for action 
with funds provided from abroad. 


Twenty-four in Izmir 


TA2612115690 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 26 Dec 90 


[Text] Twenty-four members of an illegal organization 
have been captured in operations conducted by security 
forces in Izmir. Those responsible for the organization's 
[words indistinct] were among the captured. A pistol, 
two cartridges, 20 rounds of ammunition, printing 
machines, and many organizational documents were 
seized. The organization has been involved in the distri- 
bution of pamphlets in Izmir since 1989. 


Kurdish Paper on Kurdistan Role in Gulf Crisis 


NC2412214990 Bonn BERXWEDAN in Turkish 
15 Nov 90 pp 1, 20 


[Unattributed article: “Turkey's Priority in the Gulf 
Crisis Is Kurdistan™’] 
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[Excerpts] [passage omitted] U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker arrived in Ankara on 6 November as part of 
a tour of the Middle East, the USSR, and France that he 
had begun three days earlier. Baker's visit has given rise 
to a good deal of speculation, but it is clear that its real 
aim is to finalize the details of Turkey's preassigned role 
in the plans for U.S. intervention in Irag. Even the 
Turkish bourgeois press has reported that Baker and 
Turkish officials examined possible operational prob- 
lems at the military installations in Diyarbakir, Mus, 
Tatvan, and Incirlik that would be used by the United 
States in the event of a Gulf war. Baker and the Turkish 
officials also examined the question of opening a second 
front in north Kurdistan and the impending deployment 
of allied forces in Kurdistan. 


It is well known that these military airfields have already 
been placed at the disposal of the United States and that 
more than 100,000 troops have already been deployed in 
areas of Kurdistan near the Iraqi border. Baker's talks 
with Turkish officials were followed by the transfer of 
additional 2d Army units to the border region. Ankara 
views the deployment of NATO forces in Kurdistan with 
grave concern, however, as it fears that a NATO pres- 
ence there will result in greater international publicity 
for the Kurdish problem. It should be remembered that 
such a NATO force would not be composed of American 
and German troops alone; there would also be Greeks, 
Portuguese, and Spaniards. [passage omitted] 


Even before Baker left Turkey, CIA chief William Web- 
ster arrived in Ankara. Webster's program. his contacts 
in Turkey, and even the date of his departure are a 
mystery. One thing is clear, however: The chief of the 
world’s greatest murder and coup organization came to 
Turkey to draw up plans on the spot for a military 
operation against Iraq to be launched from north Kur- 
distan. [passage omitted] 


In making their preparations for war, Turkish officials 
openly admit that their biggest problem 1s Kurdistan. 
Turkish newspapers have reported that Turgut Ozal 
asked for and obtained Baker's assurances—although the 
value of such assurances is doubtful at best—that a 
Kurdish state will not be established. The enmity of the 
United States toward the Kurdish people and its support 
for the Turkish Republic are well-known facts. The 
Turkish Republic sought such assurances because of its 
fear that “the chaos resulting from military intervention 
against Iraq could be exploited to establish a Kurdish 
state.” 


On his way to Tokyo to attend the Japanese emperor's 
coronation, Turgut Ozal stopped in Tehran on 10 
November and met with Iranian President Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani. Speaking to the press after the meeting, Ozal 
said: “Iran is opposed to the establishment of a Turkish 
state and follows the same line we do.” Ozal said that 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani had told him “Syria also opposes 
the establishment of a Kurdish state.” We have no way 
of checking the accuracy of Ozal’s statements or what 
took place during his meetings behind closed doors. 
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Ozal’s actions and statements make it clear, however. 
that the Turkish Republic lives under the constant 
“shadow” of Kurdistan. We already know that Syria and 
Iran favor the preservation of the status quo, and that all 
their efforts are geared to this end. We also know that 
these two governmenis are very concerned about the 
Turkish Republic's expansionist tendencies in the 
region. After he visited Tehran at the end of 1985. 
Turgut Ozal quoted Iranian officials as making similar 
statements. In fact, there is nothing new in Iran's stand. 
Iran opposes any settlement of the Kurdish problem that 
would resuit in the establishment of an independent 
Kurdistan. It 1s quite clear, however, that a stand by this 
or that country against the esiablishment of an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state has absolutely no effect on the course 
of the Kurdish national liberation struggle. Regardless of 
what certain countries favor or oppose, they have to take 
the Kurdish national liberation struggle into account as a 
strong and independent factor affecting their policies. 
[passage omitted] 


Speakers Comment on Situation of Kurds in USSR 


NCO2412200690 Bonn BERXWEDAN in Turkish 
15 Nov 90 p 12 


[Excerpts] Berlin—At a meeting held here on 28 October 
at the Kurdish Cultural Center, two representatives of 
the Kurdish community in Armenia who are on a visit to 
Germany provided interesting information about the life 
of Kurds in the Soviet Union. The two, Cemile Celi! and 
M.X. Dervisyan, discussed Kurdish social and cultural 
life, folklore, and traditions. Eighty people attended the 
meeting. 


Addressing the gathering, Dervisyan said: “There are 
about 400,000 Kurds in the Soviet Union. There are 
Kurdish communities in Kirghizia, Kazakhstan, and 
Georgia, but most Kurds live in Armenia. Kurds live in 
other places too, but they maintain their Kurdish tradi- 
tions and values only within their families. 


“Kurds in Armenia enjoy autonomy on the cultural 
level. Since 1950, Kurds in Georgia have also organized 
community relations and have been culturally active. 
The situation in Azerbaijan, however, is quite different. 
Kurds living there have been almost entirely assimilated. 
In the Armenian Republic, Kurds live in Yerevan and 
the surrounding areas. The Kurds of Armenia are 
playing a leading role in the preservation of the Kurdish 
national character and the development of Kurdish 
culture. The Armenian Academy of Sciences has Kur- 
dish members, and these Kurdish scientists have made 
valuable contributions to Kurdish language. history. and 
culture.” 


Speaking at the same meeting. Cemile Celil said: [pas- 
sage omitted] “In the Soviet Union there is no single 
Kurdish national entity. There are 20 to 22 Kurdish 
villages in the Armenian Republic. In 1955. we were 
given the right to broadcast for 15 minutes on Yerevan 
radio. Later this was increased to one hour and then to 
one and a half hours. | am the organizer of the Kurdish 
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programs. Although the broadcasts cannot as a whole be 
described as amateurish, our work is limited. The pro- 
grams are prepared mostly with the help of villagers. 
Because of a lack of qualified personnel, we cannot work 
in the fields of cinema, theater, and other areas. [passage 
omitted] 


“Our radio broadcasts play an important role in pre- 
serving Our national character. They cross the borders of 
Armenia and can be heard in many areas in north- 
western and eastern Kurdistan.” [passage omitted] 


Kurdish Guerrillas Comment on Military Training 


NC2112111390 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
21 Dec 90 pp 10, 11 


[Report by George Penintaex on visit to Mashum 
Korkmaz Kurdish training camp in Lebanon entitled 
“Learning the Art of War”: date not given] 


[Text] “Turkish soldiers arrested my father, after exten- 
sive tortures they put him in a helicopter and dropped 
him onto the ground where a tank crushed his lifeless 
body.” 


These painful words belong to a 14-year-old Kurdish boy 
who chose to be a guerrilla to avenge his father’s murder 
and liberate his homeland rather than go to school and 
play with boys of his own age. 


Kawa, as he calls himself after a mythological hero in 
Kurdistan is one of the young Kurdish fighters being 
trained in the Kurdish military camp, in Lebanon's 
Syrian controlled al-Biga’ valley. 


Hundreds of Kurdish guerrillas, both men and women 
have been trained in the academy of “Mashum Kork- 
maz,” the name of a member of the Marxist Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK) Central Committee and leader of 
the Liberation Union of Kurdistan (HRK), who was 
killed by Turkish troops on 28 March 1986. 


After completing their basic training (from three to six 
months) through which they become familiar with the 
techniques of guerrilla war, they are sent to Turkey to 
fight the heavily armed Turkish forces and ideologically 
prepare fellow Kurds in eastern Turkey to resist. 


Apart from learning the art of war, the trainees are 
taught history, political economy. diplomacy, interna- 
tional relations, sociology, literature and art. At the same 
time they learn their language. culture. customs and 
traditions. 


There are some 10,000 guerrillas, divided into small 
groups, in the eastern areas of Turkey (Kurdistan) which 
consists of 18 districts. The rebels’ strongholds are the 
three districts of Hakkari, Siirt and Van. bordering Syria, 
Iraq and Iran. 


The estimated 15 million Kurds living in these remote 
areas of Turkey are deprived of their right to use their 
language and culture. The Turkish authorities describe 
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Kurds as “mountain™ Turks. About the same number of 
ethnic Kurds live in neighbouring Iran, Iraq, Syria. 
Lebanon and in the diaspora. 


The Kurds of Turkey who have been fighting for inde- 
pendence and a state of their own for the past six years 
are gaining popular support as Ankara increases its 
attempts to snuff out the Kurdish uprising which erupted 
in August 1984. Government tactics have claimed more 
than 2,500 lives. 


A recent Turkish Government decree has greatly 
increased the emergency powers of the regional gov- 
ernor, Hayri Kozakcioglu, who administers 1! mainly 
Kurdish provinces. 


He can now deport “troublesome” Kurdish villages to 
supposedly safe areas, mainly in big towns approved by 
the Interior Ministry. 


Many experts on the Kurdish region say this system of 
“internal exile” will create more problems than it solves. 


Among the female guerrillas at the camp is a pretty 
20-year-old girl. Milan, got her guerrilla name from the 
old Kurdish tribe Milan from which she 1s descended. 


Milan, who speaks fluent English, came to the camp 
from Australia where her family lives. She said five years 
ago she learned that she was a Kurd and not a Turk as 
she had believed until she was 15. 


“On learning that | am a Kurd and not a Turk my life has 
changed completely. | started dreaming a liberated Kur- 
distan.” 


Milan preferred the hard life of the guerrilla than the 
good and carefree life in an industrialised country. “| 
want to devote my life to the homeland of my ancestors. 
to a better future for my compatriots.” 


Firat, is a 25-year-old man, who has abandoned his wife 
and one-year-old child to fight for the liberation of his 
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homeland. He knows that his family could suffer a lot 
from special Turkish units because he has become a 
guerrilla. “Now my family is the whole of Kurdistan. | 
have devoted my life to the liberation struggle and the 
party.” he says. 


The young Kurd is the leader of a group of ten fighters, 
who have just completed their basic training and were 
ready to depart for the Kurdish-inhabited territories. 
The youngest of the group is a 15-year-old boy. 


Two of the members of the group have vowed to fight in 
the name of their brothers who were killed by the 
Turkish army. Halil, brother of fighter Hosnaf, 20, was 
killed in the southeastern zone of the front, two months 
ago, at the age of 23. Ali, brother of Nizan, 18, was killed 
in 1982 by Turkish groups at the age of 19 


Firat says that the guerrillas are divided into small 
groups and cross by night into the heavily fortified 
Turkish borders where there are mine-fields, search- 
lights and cameras. They also face ambushes organised 
by the Turkish army in possible guerrilla passages. 


The Kurdish guerrillas cross into Turkey with the help of 
experienced guides. 


The guerrillas carry their weapons, which include NATO 
rifles, such as G-3, G-1, M-16, M-18 and M-27, Soviet 
AK-47 and even anti-tank weapons, like the Soviet-made 
RPG. 


Sibon, 23, from the Kurdish community in northern 
Iraq, yorned the PKK ranks after reading some brochures 
On its Struggle. 


“| have chosen to join PKK instead of fighting for 
liberation in Iraq because here the struggle 1s based on 
the principle of national unity and not on feudalism and 
primitive nationalism,” he said. 


Sibon believes the independence of the Kurdish commu- 
nity in eastern Turkey will positively affect the other 
parts of the Kurdish nation, in Iraq and Iran. 
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